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The global Irish whiskey market size was valued at USD 5.7 Billion in 2025. Looking
forward, the market is estimated to reach USD 10.0 Billion by 2034, exhibiting a CAGR
of 6.18% from 2026-2034. North America currently dominates the market, holding a
market share of over 46.8% in 2025. The market is driven by rising demand for premium
spirits, a growing cocktail culture, strong off-trade sales, and increasing interest in craft
and heritage whiskey.

Irish whiskey is gaining fast growth as a global industry due to accelerating consumer
demand for premium and craft spirits. As incomes increase, consumers seek premium
drinking experiences, leading to a surge in demand for high-end, aged, small-batch, and
single malt Irish whiskeys. For example, in June 2024, Boann Distillery launched three
new Single Pot Still Irish Whiskeys—Marsala, Madeira, and Pedro Xim?nez—marking a
milestone in Irish whiskey heritage revival with premium cask-aged expressions.
Furthermore, whiskey tourism in Ireland, such as visiting distilleries and experience
tasting, also aids brand names and global sales. Asia-Pacific and Latin American
emerging markets are experiencing growing consumption, driven by a rising middle
class and exposure to Western drinking culture. Moreover, the cultural emergence of
cocktail culture has introduced Irish whiskey to premium mixology, boosting its
worldwide demand even further. Sustainable production practices, such as the use of
organic and local ingredients, are also becoming selling features. The growth of the
market is also enhanced by government campaigns that encourage Irish whiskey as a
leading export, consolidating its global spirits market presence.

In the United States, Irish whiskey exhibits a market share of 92.8% due to the rising
consumers' interest in heritage, authenticity, and high-quality spirits. American
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consumers are becoming more attracted to premium and ultra-premium
whiskey brands with a focus on traditional craftsmanship and rich heritage. The growing
popularity of whiskey cocktails, especially in urban bars and mixology-centric
establishments, has further driven demand. Moreover, the United States has witnessed
a sharp growth in whiskey festivals, tastings, and education programs that make new
consumers aware of the category. Off-trade sales, including online and specialist liquor
stores, have also increased, making premium Irish whiskey easier to find. For instance,
in March 2024, the New Hampshire Liquor Commission and Bord Bia launched the
'Spirit of Ireland'’ initiative, introducing 20 ultra-premium Irish whiskeys to U.S.
consumers, expanding category growth and premium offerings. Moreover, the growing
movement toward craft and small-batch spirits is compatible with Irish whiskey's smooth
reputation and unigue aging processes. Additionally, young consumers, such as
millennials and Gen Z, are proving to prefer unique spirits with complex flavor profiles of
which Irish whiskey's heritage boasts a strong ranking within the fiercely competitive
U.S. market.

Irish whiskey Market Trends:
Rising Demand for Premium Alcoholic Beverages

The rising purchasing power of consumers is fueling the worldwide demand for higher-
end alcoholic drinks, such as Irish whiskey. The World Health Organization (WHO)
estimates that 2.3 billion individuals globally drink alcohol, showcasing a large base of
consumers. With rising disposable incomes, people are opting for quality spirits,
boosting the market for aged, craft, and single-malt Irish whiskey. Additionally, the
boosted influence of Western whiskey culture, particularly in emerging markets, is
driving demand. Expansion of the food and beverage (F&B) sector has also played its
role, with upscale restaurants, pubs, and distilleries featuring a wider variety of premium
whiskeys. People are happy to pay extra for quality whiskeys that have heritage
attached to them, and hence Irish whiskey has emerged as a top choice. Additionally,
growth in whiskey flavor profiling events, brand partnership and limited series launch
has fueled exclusivity within the category. They all build a stronger base in the world's
market for Irish whiskey and validate its credentials as a quality-oriented and prized
whiskey.

Expanding Hospitality and On-Trade Collaborations

The fast expansion of commercial outlets like distilleries, microbreweries, cafes, pubs,
restaurants, and hotels is greatly accelerating Irish whiskey consumption. Businesses
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are capitalizing on the popularity of whiskey cocktails among consumers, generating a
successful on-trade market. Statistics show that 54% of visitors regularly return to the
same restaurant, so brand collaborations with these venues are extremely effective.
Irish whiskey brands are more and more partnering with hospitality companies through
endorsement initiatives, whiskey-pairing meals, and guided tasting occasions to boost
customer involvement. Also, the emerging cocktail culture has inspired the consumption
of Irish whiskey in creative mixology, pulling in younger age groups. Whiskey bars and
speakeasies serving mature, and premium Irish whiskey lists have further improved the
market. Such coordination among Irish whiskey companies and hospitality entities not
only deepens market penetration but also opens new consumers for the spirit. While the
hospitality industry keeps expanding in size, the combination with Irish whiskey
companies remains an imperative mover of market size growth.

Evolving Consumer Trends and Digital Retail Expansion

Irish whiskey consumer preferences go beyond the classic drinking occasions, driving
food pairing, gifting, and online shopping trends. The boosting application of the spirit in
gourmet dishes, including truffles, cheesecakes, mousse, and tiramisu, has made it
more versatile and desirable. Moreover, consumer knowledge of Irish whiskey's
perceived advantages over other alcoholic drinks is driving consumer decisions. Major
industry players are implementing strategic marketing strategies, such as celebrity
endorsements and social media promotions, to make the brand more visible.
Furthermore, amplified sustainable and visually pleasing packaging is also in line with
the new trend of gifting premium whiskey. Online retail growth is another essential
driver, with home delivery and online stores providing consumers with convenience,
wide choices, and speedy delivery. The availability of quality Irish whiskey on e-
commerce sites is drawing more consumers to the market, sustaining market
expansion. Such changing consumption patterns, together with new age branding and
digital reach, keep driving the industry.

Irish Whiskey Industry Segmentation:

IMARC Group provides an analysis of the key trends in each segment of the global Irish
whiskey market, along with forecasts at the global, regional, and country levels from
2026-2034. The market has been categorized based on type, pricing, and sales

channel.

Analysis by Type:
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Blended
Single Malt
Single Pot Still

Single Grain

Single malt Irish whiskey is the market leader with a 37.0% market share in 2025, fueled
by rising consumer demand for premium, craft spirits with heritage. Single malt is made
from malted barley only and distilled in pot stills, producing a complex and sophisticated
flavor profile. Whiskey aficionados are attracted to its depth, smoothness, and aging
capacity, making it a favorite among collectors and aficionados. The growing culture of
whiskey exploration, tasting festivals, and upscaling in the spirits category further
boosted single malt's demand. Distillers are also coming out with limited editions and
cask-finished versions to build a niche-based consumer base. North America and
European markets stand out with robust demand, and consumers are keen to pay an
extra price for aged single malts. Increased development of duty-free and internet
shopping channels has also widened access, which has contributed to the category's
steady popularity hike and market leadership.

Analysis by Pricing:
Mass

Premium

In 2025, premium Irish whiskey commands 59.9% of the market, a testament to the
growing consumer trend towards premium spirits. Increased disposable incomes, rising
popularity of aged and craft whiskey, and Western drinking culture have greatly
stimulated demand. People are willing to pay extra for quality, authenticity, and
distinctive flavors, making premium whiskey a choice of preference. Whiskey tourism,
distillery tours, and tasting have also contributed to brand interaction and premium
category expansion. Whiskey producers are also testing new aging methods, like sherry
or wine cask finishes, which are adding to the product's allure. Celebrity endorsements
and special collaborations are propelling awareness and sales through marketing
strategies. Gift culture and occasion buys have also contributed to the success of the
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premium segment. As drinkers highly pursue complex drinking experiences, the
premium whiskey sector is still the most rapidly growing segment in the Irish whiskey
category.

Analysis by Sales Channel:
On-trade

Off-trade

Off-trade channels, such as retail shops, supermarkets, and online retailers control the
Irish whiskey market growth with a 56.1% share in 2025. Purchasing whiskey for home
consumption has become more appealing to consumers with the convenience factor,
affordability, and the increase in home entertainment. Online retailing has grown
especially, where consumers have instant access to large volumes of Irish whiskey,
ranging from rare to limited releases. Specialty liquor stores and retailers are riding this
trend by providing handpicked whiskey choices and special releases. Promotional
discounts, loyalty programs, and bundling have further boosted off-trade sales. The
further mounted e-commerce, affirming digital shopping as a source of growth. Duty-
free shopping also helped fuel the segment's growth, with global visitors buying
premium Irish whiskey as souvenirs. As continued digitalization and changing consumer
demands occur, off-trade is predicted to continue to lead, guiding the future of Irish
whiskey distribution.

Regional Analysis:
North America
United States
Canada
Asia-Pacific
China

Japan
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India
South Korea
Australia
Indonesia
Others

Europe
Germany
France
United Kingdom
Italy
Spain
Russia
Others

Latin America
Brazil
Mexico
Others

Middle East and Africa

In 2025, North America dominates the Irish whiskey category with a 46.8% market
share, led by rising demand for premium spirits and changing consumer preferences.
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The U.S., in fact, has been one of the most important growth drivers, with Irish whiskey
being among the fastest-growing whiskey segments. Millennials and younger
consumers are also demonstrating a keen interest in craft and heritage brands,
propelling demand for single malts and aged expressions. The growth of cocktail culture
has also driven growth, with Irish whiskey being included in new and creative cocktails
by bartenders. Further, campaigns such as celebrity endorsements and social media
campaigns have enhanced brand visibility. The off-trade channel of the region, with
robust retail and e-commerce off-trade sales, has also helped hike market penetration.
Whiskey tourism and collaborations of distilleries with North American distributors have
also helped in building brand awareness. With a solid consumer base and raised
appreciation of Irish whiskey, North America continues to be an important region guiding
the direction of the global industry.

Key Regional Takeaways:
United States Irish Whiskey Market Analysis

The U.S. Irish whiskey market share is experiencing steady growth, driven by boosting
consumer preference for premium and craft spirits. Millennials and Gen Z favor heritage-
based whiskey for its smooth taste and authenticity. The popularity of whiskey-based
cocktails in bars and restaurants, supported by skilled mixologists, has further fueled
demand. Additionally, e-commerce and direct-to-consumer (DTC) sales have expanded
accessibility, making Irish whiskey more available to consumers. According to a 2023
survey62% of American adults consume alcohol, with 38% not drinking, representing a
significant market for whiskey brands. Whiskey tourism in Ireland and the U.S. has
enhanced brand loyalty and awareness. Sustainability practices, such as green
packaging and carbon-neutral distillation, resonate with environmentally aware
consumers. Strategic partnerships with distributors ensure strong retail penetration
across on-trade and off-trade channels. The trend toward premiumization and
whiskey’s increasing presence in the gifting culture further support market growth. With
evolving consumer preferences, Irish whiskey continues to gain traction in the U.S.
market, benefiting from a well-established whiskey culture and an expanding base of
affluent consumers.

Asia Pacific Irish Whiskey Market Analysis

The APAC Irish whiskey market is growing, fueled by rising disposable incomes and
evolving consumer preferences for premium spirits. Increasing urbanization and
Westernization in countries like China, Japan, and India have driven demand for high-
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guality whiskey. Cocktail culture is expanding in metropolitan areas, with Irish whiskey
gaining popularity for its smooth and versatile profile. Additionally, e-commerce and duty-
free retail channels have improved accessibility. According to reports, India's middle
class, boosting at 6.3% year-on-year, grew by 338 Million from 1995 to 2021 and is
estimated to be 38% of the population in 2031 and 60% in 2047, substantially
accelerating premium spirits consumption. Strategic collaborations between Irish
whiskey brands and local distributors have strengthened market penetration, while
marketing campaigns emphasizing authenticity and craftsmanship resonate with
aspirational consumers. As disposable incomes rise and lifestyle preferences shift,
APAC presents strong growth opportunities for Irish whiskey.

Europe Irish Whiskey Market Analysis

The European Irish whiskey market thrives on strong whiskey culture, growing
premiumization, and rising consumer demand for craft spirits. Heritage-rich, high-quality
whiskey continues to attract discerning buyers, with small-batch and limited-edition
offerings gaining popularity. E-commerce and specialized whiskey retailers have
escalated accessibility, catering to evolving consumer preferences. Mixology trends in
bars and restaurants further boost demand, as Irish whiskey becomes a preferred
ingredient in cocktails. According to UN Tourism, Europe welcomed 747 Million foreign
visitors in 2024, 1% above 2019 and 5% above 2023, greatly influencing whiskey sales
in duty-free shops, bars, and distilleries. Whiskey tourism in Ireland, including distillery
tours and tastings, spurs brand interaction and consumer loyalty. Sustainability and
organic whiskey production align with Europe’s focus on environmental responsibility,
appealing to eco-conscious consumers. Strategic distributor partnerships strengthen
retail availability across multiple channels, while accelerating gifting culture supports
premium whiskey sales. The combination of traditional whiskey appreciation and
evolving consumer preferences positions Irish whiskey for continued success in the
European market.

Latin America Irish Whiskey Market Analysis

The Latin American Irish whiskey market benefits from increasing urbanization,
disposable incomes, and Western drinking influences. Young consumers in cities like
S?0 Paulo, Mexico City, and Buenos Aires are adopting premium international spirits,
supported by evolving nightlife trends. According to reports, Latin America's
urbanization level has reached around 80%, surpassing the majority of other regions,
and leading to higher premium alcohol consumption. Growth in e-commerce and duty-
free retailing has enhanced accessibility, while collaborations between local distributors
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enhance market presence. Growing cocktail culture and marketing campaigns
emphasizing Irish heritage further support Irish whiskey’s expansion in the region.

Middle East and Africa Irish Whiskey Market Analysis

The Middle East and Africa’s Irish whiskey market is expanding, driven by
premiumization, rising disposable incomes, and growing tourism. Urban centers like
Dubai, Riyadh, and Johannesburg play a significant role in whiskey consumption.
According to the World Bank, the urbanization of MENA is now at 64%, creating added
demand for upscale international spirits. Duty-free retail growth at prime airports
provides increased access, and the development of e-commerce aids in penetration into
the market. Social life and nightlife styles, especially those centered around upscale
hospitality, have heightened whiskey intake. Additionally, Irish whiskey’s smooth profile
appeals to new whiskey drinkers, supporting growth across on-trade and off-trade
channels.

Competitive Landscape:

Irish whiskey market is growing fast with premiumization, craft distilling, and increasing
global demand. Traditional distilleries still lead with wide distribution networks, but new
players are emphasizing small batches and unusual cask finishes to differentiate them.
The market is divided between single malts, single pot stills, and blended whiskey, with
premium and ultra-premium segments seeing the maximum growth. Growing consumer
demand for heritage, authenticity, and mixology has driven growth in Irish whiskey's
adoption within cocktail culture. The Asia-Pacific and Latin American markets are the
primary growth drivers, driven by amplifying middle-class consumption and Western
spirit exposure. Sustainability and organic practices are also becoming competitive
advantages, with brands promoting locally sourced materials and environmentally
friendly distillation techniques. State-supported campaigns encouraging Irish whiskey
exports further assert its presence worldwide, fueling competition in the market.

The report provides a comprehensive analysis of the competitive landscape in the Irish
whisky market with detailed profiles of all major companies, including:

Boann Distillery
Brown-Forman

Connacht Whiskey Company Ltd
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Diageo plc
Edrington
Pernod Ricard
Sazerac Co. Inc.
Suntory Global Spirits Inc.
Teeling Whiskey (Bacardi Limited)
West Cork Distillers
William Grant & Sons
Key Questions Answered in This Report
1.How big is the Irish whiskey market?
2.What is the future outlook of Irish whiskey market?
3.What are the key factors driving the Irish whiskey market?

4.Which region accounts for the largest Irish whiskey market share?
5.Which are the leading companies in the global Irish whiskey market?
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