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Abstracts

Rakuten is going to launch a fully virtualised 4G network in October this year and a 5G

network in 2020.

The network is expected to be more flexible, easier to maintain and upgrade.

Building a totally new type of mobile network is very challenging but could enable lower

cost and capital spending. Rakuten’s mobile network will require half the investment of

traditional telcos just to build the 4G part of the network. About 70 to 80% reduction in

investment could be achieved when taking into account 5G investment.

How far the new concept will enable this new entrant in the Japanese mobile arena to

disrupt the market?
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