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While the Covid-19 crisis has shed light on the major role played by the leading online
platforms in many aspects of the lives of consumers and citizens (work and education,
news, entertainment, culture, shopping), Europe is taking new steps to complete the
digital transformation of the economy and society, strengthen the single market and
ultimately regulate the Internet giants to regain its digital sovereignty.

This study takes a close look at the measures taken and strategies pursued by
Europe in terms of personal data protection, supporting content creation,
taxation of platforms and regulation of the competition

It also highlights the unique characteristics of national regulation in certain
European countries and sanctions that have been implemented at the local level
against GAFA

It compares the European approach to that adopted in North America by the
United States and Canada

It helps us to understand how Europe is trying to meet the major challenges

posed by the dominance of US and Chinese platforms, by developing and
imposing a set of harmonized rules at the single European market level
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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Europe lagging behind United States and China in the digitalisation race
European realisation of the need to collaborate, but this notion clashes with national
divergence
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3.1. Key issues for Europe

3.2. European regulatory framework

3.3. European regulatory framework still incomplete

3.4. Controversial text on both sides of the Atlantic

3.5. The option of transferring data outside the EU is strictly regulated
3.6. The EU-US Privacy Shield

3.7. Increasing number of fines across Europe for infringement of personal data
3.8. The free flow of non-personal data is being encouraged

3.9. The situation in some key countries in Europe

> Germany > United Kingdom > France

3.10. The situation in North America

> United States > Canada
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4.10. The two key points of the Copyright Directive

4.11. A Directive that pits GAFA / proponents of a free internet and rightholders against
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