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SUMMARY
Automated Fingerprint Identification Systems (AFIS) is a method in which fingerprints
from individuals are stored as digital images in a database. Each fingerprint has
features like arches, loops, and whorls that are unique to an individual. The current
version of AFIS has been in use only for a few years and has revolutionized the way
matches are made. Automated fingerprint identification systems are primarily used by
law enforcement agencies for criminal identification initiatives, the most important of
which include identifying a person suspected of committing a crime or linking a suspect
to other unsolved crimes.
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