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Abstracts

SUMMARY

Anticoagulants, commonly referred to as blood thinners, are substances that prevent or

reduce coagulation of blood, prolonging the clotting time. Some of them occur naturally

in blood-eating animals such as leeches and mosquitoes, where they help keep the bite

area unclotted long enough for the animal to obtain some blood. As a class of

medications, anticoagulants are used in therapy for thrombotic disorders. Oral

anticoagulants (OACs) are taken by many people in pill or tablet form, and various

intravenous anticoagulant dosage forms are used in hospitals. Some anticoagulants are

used in medical equipment, such as test tubes, serum-separating tubes, blood

transfusion bags, and dialysis equipment.
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