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The global walk-in cooler and freezer market size was estimated at USD 10.54 billion in
2025 and is projected to reach USD 27.95 billion by 2033, growing at a CAGR of 12.3%
from 2026 to 2033. The adoption of commercial cold storage solutions including walk-in
coolers and freezers has been driven by rising demand for ready-to-eat and frozen food
products.

These systems are widely installed in supermarkets, restaurants, and food processing
facilities to maintain product quality, prevent spoilage, and extend shelf life. The rapid
expansion of the retail and foodservice industries significantly influences the growth of
the walk-in cooler and freezer market. As more supermarkets, restaurants, hotels, and
catering facilities continue to expand to meet rising consumer demand, the need for
large-scale cold storage solutions has increased. Walk-in refrigeration systems are
installed to ensure that perishable goods such as dairy, meat, and seafood are stored
safely, maintaining quality and reducing spoilage. Furthermore, emphasis on
sustainability and energy efficiency in refrigeration operations is driving the market.
Businesses are increasingly adopting walk-in cooler and freezer systems equipped with
energy-efficient compressors and eco-friendly refrigerants, which help lower electricity
costs and minimize environmental impact. These technologies support operational
efficiency and also comply with growing environmental regulations and sustainability
initiatives in the food and retail sectors.

Advanced technologies such as electronic expansion valves, smart control systems, loT-
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enabled monitoring, and the adoption of natural refrigerants have significantly
influenced the walk-in cooler and freezer market. For instance, in April 2025, Danfoss
A/S introduced updates to its ADAP-KOOL electronic expansion valves to improve
precision in refrigerant flow control for cold rooms and walk in freezers, which improves
temperature stability and energy efficiency. Furthermore, the use of natural refrigerants
such as CO2 (R 744) and propane (R 290) has continued to grow as manufacturers
respond to environmental regulations and corporate sustainability goals, reducing
greenhouse gas emissions while maintaining reliable cooling performance.

The industry's growth has been further supported by continuous product innovation and
the expansion of manufacturing capabilities. For instance, in January 2024, Hussmann
Corporation, a Panasonic company, launched its Evolve Technologies platform. This
platform includes low-global warming potential (GWP), energy-efficient walk-in
refrigeration systems that use eco-friendly refrigerants, demonstrating a strong
commitment to sustainable product development. In addition, manufacturers have
focused on increasing production capacity to meet rising demand of walk-in coolers and
freezers. In May 2023, Imperial Brown, a manufacturer of custom walk-in coolers and
freezers, expanded its manufacturing capabilities by beginning production at its fourth
facility, a 102,000 sq. ft. greenfield plant located in Tucson, Arizona. This new factory
(the company’s first greenfield project), was established to increase output, reduce
shipping costs, and improve lead times for clients in the Southwestern U.S., including
Arizona, southern California, Nevada, New Mexico, and portions of Utah and Colorado.

The regulatory landscape for the walk in cooler and freezer market has been shaped by
food safety rules and recent reforms that have expanded environmental impact and
traceability requirements. In January 2025, the U.S. implemented a key update through
the Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) Section 204, requiring entities in the cold
food supply chain to maintain detailed traceability records for foods on the Food
Traceability List to ensure rapid tracking of products through critical temperature
controlled stages. In January 2025, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA)
Technology Transitions rule introduced restrictions on the use of high GWP
hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) in new refrigeration systems to prohibit the manufacture and
installation of units using certain high GWP HFCs and accelerate the shift to lower
impact alternatives.

Despite the advantages of walk-in refrigeration systems, several challenges may
restrain market growth. One major challenge is the high initial investment and
installation cost. Purchasing a walk-in cooler or freezer involves more than just the cost
of the equipment. Businesses must also cover costs for site preparation, insulation,
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electrical connections, and professional installation. Another restraint is energy
consumption. These systems must operate continuously to maintain precise
temperatures, resulting in significant electricity consumption over time. The cost of
running the equipment can vary depending on local electricity rates, climate conditions,
and how often the units are accessed or loaded with new products.
Global Walk-in Cooler And Freezer Market Segmentation
This report forecasts revenue growth at global, regional, and country levels and
provides an analysis of the latest industry trends in each of the sub-segments from 2021
to 2033. For this study, Grand View Research has segmented the walk-in cooler and
freezer market report based on type, installation type, application, end use, and region.
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