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U.S. River Cruise Market Growth & Trends

The U.S. river cruise market size is expected treach USD 431.1 million by 2030,

expanding at CAGR of 14.5% from 2025 t2030, according ta new report by Grand View

Research, Inc. More ships are being built in the US for use in American rivers as river

sailing continues tgain popularity. The American Association of Retired People (AARP)

reported in an article from February 2020 that river boating is a popular holiday option in

the nation, especially among elderly tourists.

Twsignificant U.S. river cruise operators, American Cruise Lines (ACL) and American

Queen Voyages (previously American Queen Steamboat Co.), whhave been preparing

for the last few years tsatisfy the rising demand for river cruising vacations among

Americans, have further validated this trend. Between 2018 and 2022, American Cruise

Lines will launch six new ships for river cruising in the United States. By the end of

2023, the business intends tdeploy twfurther river cruise ships.

Despite the major impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the cruise industry in the U.S.,

with ease in travel restrictions, the river cruise industry in the U.S. has been witnessing

a rise over the past few years. Moreover, unlike its parent industry - the ocean cruise

industry, the river cruise industry was not majorly impacted in 2020 due tits limited

passenger capacity ranging between 106 and 150 passengers.
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The U.S. Centers for Disease Control's Framework for Conditional Sailing, which

extended tships carrying 250 or more people or more, did not apply triver cruise ships

due ttheir restricted capacity. The CEO of Cruise Planners, Michelle Free, said in a

statement that interest in river cruises had nearly doubled since February 2020.

The 2022 Q1 AAA Consumer Pulse survey conducted by the AAA Foundation for Traffic

Safety in January 2022, revealed that despite the perception that river cruising appeals

primarily tolder generations, millennials tohave responded more strongly tseveral key

attributes of river cruising than members of Generation X and Baby Boomers.

The younger generation is less likely than either Generation X or Baby Boomers thave

taken a river cruise holiday, but they are more inclined tcontemplate one for an

upcoming vacation. The survey alsrevealed that younger generations, including Gen Z,

are mostly looking forward tspending time with friends and family (57%) and enjoying

water-based outdoor activities like swimming in the pool (44%). Also, it discovered that

in the U.S., Gen Z has been shown a stronger preference for river boating.

U.S. River Cruise Market Report Highlights

Cruise line websites and travel agents play a significant role for

market in the U.S. River cruise line operators rely on their online

booking platform and travel agents tdeliver their services

tconsumers

The U.S. river cruise market in the Mississippi region accounted for the largest

revenue share of 69.98% in 2024. In the Mississippi region, iconic American

landmarks, diverse local cultures, and famous destinations, such as St. Louis

and Memphis

The Colombia & Snake River region of the U.S. river cruise

market is anticipated tgrow at the fastest CAGR of 14.5% from

2025 t2030
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