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Abstracts

The U.S. frozen meals market size was estimated at USD 30,913.7 million in 2025 and

is projected to reach USD 51,769.3 million by 2033, growing at a CAGR of 6.6% from

2026 to 2033. The primary growth driver is Americans’ intensifying demand for

convenience.

With increasingly busy lifestyles, especially among dual-income households and

working professionals, frozen meals provide reliable, ready-to-heat solutions that

significantly reduce meal preparation and cleanup time. According to data from the

National Frozen & Refrigerated Foods Association (NFRA), about 71% of U.S. grocery

shoppers report that ready-to-eat and quick-prep meals are a key part of their shopping

basket, reflecting the strong preference for convenience foods in meal planning.

Approximately 34% of consumers eat frozen meals weekly (as of 2024), underlining

frozen meals’ role as a staple convenience option. This trend is particularly robust

among millennials and Gen Z, who report choosing frozen meals because they save

significant time on cooking. The rapid adoption of frozen meals in everyday households

continues to support market expansion, especially for segments like breakfast foods

(e.g., waffles, breakfast sandwiches) and dinner entr?es that appeal to time-pressed

consumers.
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Demographic and lifestyle shifts, especially increased urbanization and smaller

household sizes, are driving frozen meal consumption. Urban professionals living in

apartments or shared housing often lack the time or space for labor-intensive cooking

and thus gravitate to frozen meals that are quick to prepare with minimal cleanup. U.S.

Bureau of Labor Statistics data indicate that many Americans spend an average of only

about 1.2 hours per day on food preparation and cleanup, which incentivizes the

adoption of frozen ready meals that align with time constraints.

Another strong trend driving the U.S. frozen ready meals industry is the expansion and

diversification of distribution channels, particularly through e-commerce and grocery

delivery platforms. The digitization of grocery shopping has made frozen meals more

accessible to consumers who prefer shopping online for convenience and safety.

Retailers such as Walmart, Amazon Fresh, and Instacart now offer extensive frozen

meal selections with flexible delivery windows, further encouraging adoption.

Beyond online channels, the geographic expansion of supermarket chains and club

stores has increased physical access to a broader range of frozen meal products,

resulting in deeper penetration into suburban and rural markets. These distribution

trends support year-round frozen meal purchases, reduce stockouts, and improve

consumer convenience through omnichannel shopping journeys. Between 2022 and

2025, frozen meal prices increased by over 20%, yet consumption remained strong,

with half of U.S. respondents eating frozen meals or pizza at least once per week,

indicating resilient demand despite inflationary pressures.

Rising consumption amid tighter budgets encourages consumers to purchase frozen

meals that offer convenience, portion control, and reduced waste compared to fresh

meals. Additionally, multi-serve frozen options and value packs appeal to larger

households and cost-conscious shoppers, contributing to broader market resilience.

These socio-economic trends are aligning with the sector’s structural advantages, such

as long shelf life and relatively stable inventory costs, to sustain market growth.

U.S. Frozen Meals Market Report Segmentation

This report forecasts revenue growth at the country level and provides an analysis of

the latest industry trends and opportunities in each of the sub-segments from 2021 to

2033. For this study, Grand View Research has segmented the U.S. frozen meals

market report on the basis of product, distribution channel, and region:

Product Outlook (Revenue, USD Million, 2021 - 2033)
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Breakfast Food

Dinners/Entrees
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Distribution Channel Outlook (Revenue, USD Million, 2021 - 2033)
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Regional Outlook (Revenue, USD Million, 2021 - 2033)
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