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The U.S. food colors market size was estimated at USD 734.4 million in 2024 and is
projected to reach USD 1,230.2 million by 2033, growing at a CAGR of 5.9% from 2025
to 2033. The rising consumer preference for natural and clean-label ingredients across
food and beverage applications primarily drives market growth.

Increasing health awareness and regulatory scrutiny surrounding artificial additives
have accelerated the shift toward plant- and fruit-derived colorants such as carotenoids,
anthocyanins, and spirulina extracts. In addition, strong demand from the processed
food, bakery, confectionery, and beverage industries and continuous product innovation
by major manufacturers have further strengthened market expansion. Technological
advancements in microencapsulation and formulation stability enable greater use of
natural colors in heat- and light-sensitive applications, enhancing product performance
and consumer acceptance.

Significant opportunities exist in developing sustainable and functional color solutions
that align with consumer expectations for transparency, traceability, and nutritional
benefits. The growing plant-based and vegan food segments fuel demand for non-
synthetic, allergen-free pigments sourced from fruits, vegetables, and microorganisms.
Moreover, advancements in biotechnology and fermentation are opening new pathways
to produce cost-efficient natural and nature-identical colorants with improved stability
and broader color spectra. Collaborations between ingredient manufacturers and food
processors for customized color systems-especially in emerging beverage formats and
functional foods- present lucrative growth avenues in the medium term.
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Despite robust growth prospects, the market faces supply-chain constraints, cost
volatility, and regulatory compliance challenges. Natural pigments often exhibit poor
heat, pH, and light stability, making formulation and storage complex compared to
synthetic counterparts. Sourcing consistency for botanical raw materials is further
affected by seasonal variability and sustainability concerns. In addition, the U.S.
regulatory framework under the FDA's 21 CFR Parts 73 and 74 imposes stringent
certification and labeling requirements, increasing time-to-market and compliance costs.
Balancing color vibrancy, stability, and cost efficiency while maintaining clean-label
claims remains a key operational and strategic challenge for manufacturers.
U.S. Food Colors Market Report Segmentation
This report forecasts revenue growth at the country level and provides an analysis of
the latest industry trends in each of the sub-segments from 2018 to 2033. For this study,
Grand View Research has segmented the U.S. food colors market report based on
product, source, and application:
Product Outlook (Revenue, USD Billion, 2018 - 2033)
Natural

Carmine

Anthocyanins

Caramel

Annatto

Carotenoids

Chlorophyll

Spirulina

Other Natural Colors

Synthetic
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Blue
Red
Yellow
Green
Orange
Violet
Other Synthetic Colors
Nature-identical
Source Outlook (Revenue, USD Billion, 2018 - 2033)
Plants, Animals, & Insects
Microorganisms
Petroleum, Other Minerals & Chemicals
Application Outlook (Revenue, USD Billion, 2018 - 2033)
Food
Processed Food
Snacks
Soups
Sauces

Dressings
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Bakery

Bread

Muffins

Filling

Confectionery

Hard Candy

Gum

Gummies

Panned Candy

Other Confectionaries

Meat, poultry, and seafood

Oils & fats

Dairy products

Yogurt

Ice Cream

Fruit prep

Other Foods
Beverages

Juices

Functional Drinks
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Carbonated Soft Drinks

Alcoholic Beverages

This report can be delivered to the clients within 1 Business Day
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2018 - 2033 (Kilotons) (USD Billion)

Fig. 54 Ice Cream U.S. Food Colors Market Analysis & Segment Forecast, By
Application, 2018 - 2033 (Kilotons) (USD Billion)

Fig. 55 Fruit Prep U.S. Food Colors Market Analysis & Segment Forecast, By
Application, 2018 - 2033 (Kilotons) (USD Billion)

Fig. 56 Other Foods U.S. Food Colors Market Analysis & Segment Forecast, By
Application, 2018 - 2033 (Kilotons) (USD Billion)

Fig. 57 Beverages U.S. Food Colors Market Analysis & Segment Forecast, By
Application, 2018 - 2033 (Kilotons) (USD Billion)

Fig. 58 Juices U.S. Food Colors Market Analysis & Segment Forecast, By Application,
2018 - 2033 (Kilotons) (USD Billion)

Fig. 59 Functional Drinks U.S. Food Colors Market Analysis & Segment Forecast, By
Application, 2018 - 2033 (Kilotons) (USD Billion)

Fig. 60 Carbonated Soft Drinks U.S. Food Colors Market Analysis & Segment Forecast,
By Application, 2018 - 2033 (Kilotons) (USD Billion)

Fig. 61 Alcoholic Beverages U.S. Food Colors Market Analysis & Segment Forecast, By
Application, 2018 - 2033 (Kilotons) (USD Billion)

Fig. 62 U.S. Food Colors Market Analysis & Segment Forecast, By Source, 2018 - 2033
(Kilotons) (USD Billion)

Fig. 63 Plants, Animals, & Insects U.S. Food Colors Market Analysis & Segment
Forecast, By Source, 2018 - 2033 (Kilotons) (USD Billion)
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Fig. 64 Microorganisms U.S. Food Colors Market Analysis & Segment Forecast, By
Source, 2018 - 2033 (Kilotons) (USD Billion)

Fig. 65 Petroleum, Other Minerals & Chemicals U.S. Food Colors Market Analysis &
Segment Forecast, By Source, 2018 - 2033 (Kilotons) (USD Billion)

Fig. 66 U.S. Food Colors Market: Company Categorization

Fig. 67 U.S. Food Colors Market: Company Market Share Analysis

Fig. 68 U.S. Food Colors Market: Company Market Positioning Analysis

Fig. 69 U.S. Food Colors Market: Strategy Mapping
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