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The U.S. boat rental market size was estimated at USD 4,075.2 million in 2025, and is
projected to reach USD 5,635.3 million by 2033, growing at a CAGR of 4.5% from 2026
to 2033. The presence of high-spending tourists in the country drives the market growth.

The increasing adoption of electric or hybrid boats and the growing popularity of water-
based recreational activities in the country are driving the growth of the U.S. boat rental
industry. The consumers in the U.S. are increasingly preferring eco-friendly electric
vessels that reduce emissions and lower fuel costs, to support sustainable boating
trends and fleet electrification. For instance, in February 2026, Vision Marine
Technologies unveiled its new Specter electric tritoon platform, designed for high
performance and emission-free leisure and rental use, thereby highlighting the market’s
shift toward electric boating solutions. Moreover, adventure activities such as jet skiing,
wakeboarding, and parasailing are being promoted to attract younger, experience-
seeking renters, boosting boat rental utilization across lakes, rivers, and coastal areas.

Technological advancements are increasingly being adopted to enhance customer
experience and improve operational efficiency in the boat rental market. Online and
mobile booking platforms are being implemented to facilitate instant reservations and
seamless payment processing, making rental services more convenient for users. For
instance, in December 2025, Boatsetter Inc. and GetMyBoat Inc. announced
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enhancements to their platforms, including Al-driven search capabilities and
unified booking features aimed at streamlining the reservation process and improving
overall user experience.

Startups and established companies are investing in digital platforms and premium
fleets to capture growing demand in the U.S. market. Collaborative ventures with
tourism operators are being pursued to create integrated marine tourism experiences
that combine boat rentals with guided tours or recreational packages. For instance, in
February 2025, Vision Marine Technologies expanded its partnership with Aileron
Residences in Dania Beach, Florida, to launch an electric boat rental club and retail
hub, strengthening its electric fleet presence. In addition, in June 2025, Vision Marine
Technologies acquired Nautical Ventures Group, a major Florida based boat dealership
network, to accelerate retail access and the adoption of electric boating solutions across
the U.S. market.

Strict environmental and safety regulations are being enforced in the U.S., significantly
influencing boat rental operations and compliance requirements. In October 2024, the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency implemented the Vessel Incidental Discharge
Act (VIDA), establishing a streamlined and uniform federal regulatory framework for
managing incidental discharges from commercial vessels measuring 79 feet or more in
length. The act is administered jointly by the EPA and the United States Coast Guard
and replaces the earlier Vessel General Permit (2013). VIDA introduces updated
standards for managing ballast water, deck runoff, oil discharges, biofouling, and the
use of environmentally acceptable lubricants (EALS), thereby strengthening
environmental protection requirements for vessel operations.

Recreational vessels operating in the U.S. waters must also comply with sewage
discharge regulations under the Clean Water Act. These regulations require boats to be
equipped with U.S. Coast Guard-certified Marine Sanitation Devices (MSDs) to control
sewage discharge and prevent contamination of waterways. Such regulatory measures
are designed to strengthen environmental protection while ensuring safe boating
practices across the country.

Elevated operating expenses are restraining the growth of the U.S. boat rental market.
Costs such as fuel, insurance, labor, and routine maintenance increase overall
operating burdens for rental companies, thus reducing profit margins and limiting fleet
expansion, particularly for small and medium-sized operators. Further, revenue
generation is affected by seasonal demand fluctuations and by reliance on favorable
weather conditions. Off-peak months experience lower bookings, making it challenging
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for companies to maintain consistent cash flow and optimize fleet utilization across
lakes, rivers, and coastal areas.
U.S. Boat Rental Market Report Segmentation
This U.S. boat rental market report offers forecasts in terms of revenue growth at the
country level and provides an analysis of the latest industry trends in each of the sub-
segments from 2021 to 2033. For this study, Grand View Research has segmented the
U.S. boat rental market report based on boat type, power source, activity type, booking
channel, and rental duration:
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