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Abstracts

Middle East Folding Carton Packaging Market Summary

The Middle East folding carton packaging market size was estimated at USD 5.24 billion

in 2024 and is projected to reach USD 9.16 billion by 2033, growing at a CAGR of 5.0%

from 2025 to 2033. The market is driven by the rapid growth of the food & beverage and

pharmaceutical industries, which demand sustainable, lightweight, and cost-effective

packaging.

In addition, rising consumer preference for eco-friendly and recyclable packaging

solutions is accelerating market adoption. With rising urbanization and increasing

disposable incomes, there has been a significant surge in demand for packaged and

processed foods, particularly ready-to-eat meals, dairy products, confectionery, and

beverages. Folding cartons offer excellent printability, lightweight handling, and cost-

effectiveness, making them a preferred choice for food manufacturers aiming to attract

consumers through appealing packaging designs. For instance, leading regional food

brands in Saudi Arabia and the UAE increasingly rely on folding cartons for breakfast

cereals and confectionery to align with growing consumer preference for packaged

convenience foods.

The region’s expanding e-commerce and retail sector is propelling the market growth.

As online shopping accelerates, particularly in the UAE, Saudi Arabia, and Egypt, the

need for reliable, lightweight, and eco-friendly packaging solutions has grown. Folding
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cartons meet these demands by providing sturdy protection for a wide range of

products-from cosmetics and personal care items to pharmaceuticals and electronics-

while being cost-effective for large-scale distribution. For example, the rise of e-

commerce giants like Noon and Amazon in the Middle East has amplified the need for

secondary packaging solutions, where folding cartons are increasingly utilized for both

branding and product protection.

Sustainability concerns and government regulations are also shaping the demand for

folding carton packaging. With many Middle Eastern nations investing in circular

economy initiatives and sustainable practices, folding cartons, being recyclable and

biodegradable, are gaining preference over plastic-based alternatives. The UAE’s

'Single-Use Plastics Ban' implemented in 2024, for example, has accelerated the

adoption of paperboard-based packaging formats such as folding cartons, particularly

among foodservice operators and FMCG companies. This regulatory push is prompting

manufacturers and retailers to adopt folding cartons as a more sustainable packaging

option, aligning both government mandates and consumer expectations for eco-friendly

solutions.

Middle East Folding Carton Packaging Market Report Segmentation

This report forecasts revenue growth at a regional level and provides an analysis of the

latest industry trends in each of the sub-segments from 2021 to 2033. For this study,

Grand View Research has segmented the Middle East folding carton packaging market

report based on end use, and country:

End Use Outlook (Revenue, USD Million, 2021 - 2033)

Food & Beverage

Electrical & Electronics

Household

Healthcare

Tobacco

Personal Care & Cosmetic
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Others

Country Outlook (Revenue, USD Million, 2021 - 2033)

UAE

Saudi Arabia

Oman

Kuwait

Qatar

Bahrain

Israel

Turkey

Rest of Middle East

This report can be delivered to the clients within 7 Business Days
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