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Japan Pet Food Market Size & Trends

The Japan pet food market size was estimated at USD 4.20 billion in 2024 and is

expected to grow at a CAGR of 4.4% from 2025 to 2030. The industry is expanding due

to several social, economic, and cultural factors that are shaping pet ownership

behaviors and product preferences. One of the primary drivers is the aging population.

Japan has one of the oldest populations globally, and many elderly citizens are adopting

pets, particularly dogs and cats, for companionship. This demographic shift has created

a demand for pet food tailored to senior pets-products with softer textures, digestive

support, and enhanced nutrition to address aging-related issues in animals. Companies

like Unicharm and Mars Japan are responding by offering "senior-specific" formulas and

wet food options suited to the needs of older animals.

Japanese pet owners are also highly detail-oriented and value safety, traceability, and

premium quality in the food they provide their pets. Local consumers often seek

domestically produced pet food over imported products due to concerns over food

safety and ingredient sourcing. This preference has encouraged Japanese

manufacturers to emphasize "Made in Japan" labels, with detailed ingredient sourcing

and production information clearly displayed on packaging. Brands like AIXIA and Inaba

Foods have capitalized on this trend by focusing on Japanese seafood ingredients and
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high levels of product transparency.

Health-consciousness is another distinctive trend among Japanese pet owners.

Functional foods designed to address specific health concerns-such as kidney care for

cats or low-fat diets for dogs-are in high demand. There is growing popularity for food

fortified with probiotics, taurine, and other supplements, particularly for indoor pets,

which make up a large share of animals in densely populated urban areas like Tokyo

and Osaka. These urban conditions also mean that pet owners favor compact, odor-

controlled packaging and portion-controlled servings to suit small living spaces.

Japanese consumers are also highly brand-loyal and research-driven. They often

consult veterinarians or pet nutritionists before switching food and are influenced by

rankings in Japanese pet magazines and websites like Petline or Rakuten Pet Store. E-

commerce is rapidly becoming the preferred channel, particularly among younger

generations and busy urban professionals. Japanese platforms such as Rakuten and

Yahoo! Japan Shopping offer a wide range of pet food, including both domestic and

high-end international brands like Hill’s Science Diet and Royal Canin.

Japan Pet Food Market Report Segmentation

This report forecasts volume & revenue growth at the country level and provides an

analysis of the latest industry trends and opportunities in each of the sub-segments from

2018 to 2030. For this study, Grand View Research has segmented the Japan pet food

market report based on product, pet type, category, distribution channel, and region:

Product Outlook (Volume, Kilo Tons; Revenue, USD Million, 2018 - 2030)

Wet Pet Food

Dry Pet Food

Snacks/Treats

Pet Type Outlook (Volume, Kilo Tons; Revenue, USD Million, 2018 - 2030)

Cats

Dogs
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Others

Category Outlook (Volume, Kilo Tons; Revenue, USD Million, 2018 - 2030)

Traditional Pet Food

Specialist Veterinary Nutrition

Cats

Dogs

Others

Distribution Channel Outlook (Volume, Kilo Tons; Revenue, USD Million, 2018 -

2030)

Supermarkets & Hypermarkets

Convenience Stores

E-commerce

Pet Specialty Stores

Others

Companies Mentioned

The J.M. Smucker Company

Nestl? Purina

Mars, Incorporated

LUPUS Alimento

Total Alimentos

Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Inc.

General Mills Inc.

WellPet LLC

The Hartz Mountain Corporation
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Diamond Pet Foods
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