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Drug Of Abuse Testing Services Market Growth & Trends

The global drug of abuse testing services market size is expected to reach USD 3.8
billion by 2028, according to a new report by Grand View Research, Inc. It is expected
to expand at a CAGR of 5.2% from 2021 to 2028. The imposition of stringent laws
mandating alcohol and illicit substance abuse testing is anticipated to drive the market
during the forecast period. However, the violation of privacy rights while drug testing is
considered a challenge and impedes the adoption of such testing services.

Workplace substance abuse is on the rise despite random tests being conducted by
organizations. Commonly abused illicit drugs on the job are cannabis and cocaine. In
the workplace, substance abuse might lead to significant loss of productivity, physical
injuries, and even fatalities. On the basis of various drug abuse surveys, around 22.5%
of people do not admit using alcohol or any illicit drugs during working hours. Around 1
in 10 respondents say that they come prepared to avoid the risk of random tests at the
workplace. Therefore, there is a growing need for rapid and frequent drug of abuse
testing at the workplace in order to minimize loss of productivity, absenteeism, and
healthcare costs. However, with the COVID-19 crisis and subsequent lockdown
scenarios throughout the world, people are staying at and working from home, which is
expected to reduce the number of substance abuse cases at the workplace.
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The National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) has been established as one of the major
federal agencies focused on supporting scientific research on drug use disorders and
their consequences, thus improving public health. In March 2020, the NIDA issued a
Notice of Special Interest (NOSI) highlighting the urgent need for research and data
collection and analysis on the risks of COVID-19 infection in people suffering from
substance use disorders. This pandemic is a potential threat to individuals who smoke
tobacco or marijuana or try vaping, as the infection affects the lungs. This initiative aims
at the submission of applications for Competitive Revisions to active grants, targeting
research about SARS-CoV-2 infection risks in individuals with substance use disorders,
especially with marijuana, nicotine, methamphetamine, and opioids.

Drug Of Abuse Testing Services Market Report Highlights

By drug type, cannabis/marijuana accounted for the largest market share in
2020. This can be attributed to the growing usage of cannabis across the world,
especially in the U.S.

The opioids drug type segment held a significant revenue share in 2020 due to
the growing cultivation and trading of opioids in Asian countries and a rise in
related overdose deaths

North America accounted for the largest market share in 2020 due to the highest
consumption of illicit drugs in the U.S. as well as the imposition of various drug
policies mandating drug screening in the country

Latin America is anticipated to witness the fastest growth during the forecast
period owing to the increasing usage and trading of illegal drugs

COVID-19 has led to a significant rise in alcohol and other substance abuse

globally; however, demand for drug testing has declined due to the increased
focus on measures to combat the pandemic
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