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The global alternative protein ingredients market size was estimated at USD 25.92
billion in 2025 and is expected to reach USD 73.32 billion by 2033, growing at a CAGR
of 14.0% from 2026 to 2033. The growth of the market has been driven by increasing
consumer awareness of health, sustainability, and dietary diversity.

Concerns about the environmental impact of conventional livestock farming, including
high greenhouse gas emissions and resource consumption, have prompted both
consumers and food manufacturers to explore sustainable protein sources, such as
plant-, algae-, and fermentation-derived proteins. At the same time, rising health
consciousness has increased demand for high-protein foods with lower fat and
cholesterol content, particularly among fithess-focused and health-oriented consumers.
In addition, the growing adoption of vegetarian, vegan, and flexitarian diets has further
accelerated the demand for alternative protein ingredients in products such as plant-
based meat, dairy alternatives, and protein-fortified foods.

Advancements in food technology are significantly shaping the alternative protein
ingredients market, particularly through the development of precision fermentation,
mycoprotein, and cultivated protein technologies. Companies are increasingly investing
in these innovative production methods to create proteins that closely mimic the taste,

Alternative Protein Ingredients Market Size, Share & Trends Analysis Report By Product (Plant-based Protein, M...


https://marketpublishers.com/report/food/food-ingredients-additives/alternative-protein-ingredients-market-grand.html

. +357 96 030922
Market Publishers info@marketpublishers.com

texture, and nutritional profile of conventional animal proteins. These
technologies also enable the production of highly functional protein ingredients for a
variety of food formulations. As a result, fermentation-based and cultivated proteins are
expanding the range of alternative protein options available to food manufacturers and
supporting the development of next-generation protein products.

For instance, the EVERY Company uses genetically engineered yeast to produce
animal-free egg proteins, including egg white (albumen). These proteins have high
solubility and a neutral flavor, making them suitable for applications in beverages, baked
goods, and desserts. The technology enables manufacturers to create egg-like
functionality without relying on poultry farming.

Alternative protein ingredients are increasingly used across diverse food and beverage
applications, highlighting their versatility in the evolving food landscape. They play a key
role in the alternative meat industry as well as the rapidly growing plant-based milk
market, alongside applications in protein snacks, bakery products, beverages, and
ready-to-eat meals. This wide adoption enables manufacturers to target flexitarian and
health-conscious consumers, while continuous product innovation and category
expansion are accelerating market penetration and overall industry growth.

In March 2026, the company Beyond Meat expanded beyond its traditional plant-based
meat products and introduced a sparkling plant-based protein beverage called “Beyond
Immerse.” The product uses pea-based protein and includes added fiber, vitamin C,
and electrolytes, marking the company’s entry into the functional beverage segment.
The company also plans to launch protein bars, demonstrating how alternative proteins
are being incorporated into new categories such as beverages and snacks, rather than
being limited to meat substitutes.

Materials and ingredients, which make up 20% of the total cost of plant-based meat
products, are a key driver of demand for alternative protein ingredients such as pea
protein, soy protein, and wheat gluten. As consumers seek cleaner, more sustainable,
and nutritionally rich meat alternatives, manufacturers are increasingly sourcing high-
quality proteins and advanced binding agents to enhance taste and texture. This
growing demand for premium plant-based and novel proteins, such as microbial and
insect-based options, is driving innovation and investment in alternative protein
ingredients to optimize cost efficiency and product performance.

Global Alternative Protein Ingredients Market Report Segmentation

Alternative Protein Ingredients Market Size, Share & Trends Analysis Report By Product (Plant-based Protein, M...


https://marketpublishers.com/report/food/food-ingredients-additives/alternative-protein-ingredients-market-grand.html

. +357 96 030922
Market Publishers info@marketpublishers.com

This report forecasts revenue growth at global, regional, and country levels and
provides an analysis of the latest industry trends in each of the sub-segments from 2021
to 2033. For this study, Grand View Research has segmented the global alternative
protein ingredients market report based on product, application, and region:
Product Outlook (Revenue, USD Million; Volume, Kilogram, 2021 - 2033)
Plant-based proteins
Cereals
Wheat
Wheat Protein Concentrates
Wheat Protein Isolates
Textured Wheat Protein
Hydrolyzed Wheat Protein
HMEC/HMMA Wheat Protein
Rice
Rice Protein Isolates
Rice Protein Concentrates
Hydrolyzed Rice Protein
Others
Oats

Oat Protein Concentrates

Oat Protein Isolates
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Hydrolyzed Oat Protein
Others

Legumes

Soy

Soy Protein Concentrates
Soy Protein Isolates
Textured Soy Protein
Hydrolyzed Soy Protein
HMEC/HMMA Soy Protein
Pea

Pea Protein Concentrates
Pea Protein Isolates
Textured Pea Protein
Hydrolyzed Pea Protein
HMEC/HMMA Pea Protein
Lupine

Chickpea

Others

Roots

Potato

Alternative Protein Ingredients Market Size, Share & Trends Analysis Report By Product (Plant-based Protein, M...


https://marketpublishers.com/report/food/food-ingredients-additives/alternative-protein-ingredients-market-grand.html

. +357 96 030922
Market Publishers info@marketpublishers.com

Potato Protein Concentrate
Potato Protein Isolate
Maca

Others

Ancient Grains

Hemp

Quinoa

Sorghum

Amaranth

Chia

Millet

Others

Nuts & Seeds

Canola

Canola Protein Isolates
Hydrolyzed Canola Protein
Almond

Flaxseeds

Others
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Microbe-based Protein
Algae
Bacteria
Yeast
Fungi
Precision Fermentation Protein
Dairy Proteins (Casins or Whey)
Egg Proteins
Others
Insect Protein
Coleoptera
Lepidoptera
Hymenoptera
Orthoptera
Hemiptera
Diptera
Others
Application Outlook (Revenue, USD Million; Volume, Kilogram, 2021 - 2033)
Instant Nutritional Drinks

Ready to Drink Nutritional Drinks

Alternative Protein Ingredients Market Size, Share & Trends Analysis Report By Product (Plant-based Protein, M...


https://marketpublishers.com/report/food/food-ingredients-additives/alternative-protein-ingredients-market-grand.html

. +357 96 030922
Market Publishers info@marketpublishers.com

Meat Analogues (Texture)
Meat and Sausages (Binder)
Ice Cream
Yogurts
Other Desserts
Bakery Products
High Protein Bars/ Cereals
Mayonnaise & Salad Dressings
Sauces and Gravies
Animal Feed
Feed - Cattle, Pig, Chicken
Feed - Fish
Others
Milk
Others
Regional Outlook (Revenue, USD Million; Volume, Kilogram, 2021 - 2033)
North America
U.S.

Canada
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Mexico
Europe
UK
Germany
France
Italy
Spain
Asia Pacific
China
Japan
India
Australia & New Zealand
Central & South America
Brazil
Middle East & Africa

South Africa

This report can be delivered to the clients within 5 Business Days
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