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Abstracts

The Global Whiskey Market was valued at USD 72.7 billion in 2024 and is projected to

grow at a CAGR of 6.7% from 2025 to 2034. Whiskey is a distilled alcoholic drink made

from fermented grains such as barley, rye, corn, and wheat and aged in oak barrels to

develop its signature flavor.

The increasing demand for premium and craft whiskey reflects a shift toward quality

over quantity. This trend is particularly prominent in established markets where

consumers are increasingly drawn to unique, high-end, and small-batch products.

Emerging markets are also contributing to this trend, as rising disposable incomes lead

consumers to adopt more luxurious drinking habits, including a preference for whiskey.

The rise of e-commerce has made whiskey more accessible, allowing consumers to buy

directly from producers or specialized online retailers. The convenience of online

shopping, particularly during the pandemic when traditional retail options were limited,

has driven international sales. E-commerce has facilitated a wider range of product

options from global producers, expanding consumer choice and fueling market growth.

The market is divided into several types of whiskey, including Scotch, American,

Canadian, and Irish whiskey. Scotch whiskey holds the largest market share due to its

long-standing tradition and loyal customer base. Its popularity is further fueled by its

reputation for quality, heritage, and strict production standards. The growing demand for

premium products within the spirits industry benefits Scotch whiskey as more

consumers seek out high-quality, distinctive spirits.

Whiskey tourism has also played a role in expanding the market, especially in regions

with a rich whiskey heritage. Events and tours allow consumers to engage with brands,
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deepening their connection and loyalty. These experiences help promote

Scotch whiskey and secure its leadership in the market, ensuring its continued appeal

to both long-time enthusiasts and newcomers.

The whiskey market is also divided by distribution channel, with on-trade and off-trade

segments. The on-trade segment, which includes bars, restaurants, and hotels,

accounted for over 52% of the market share in 2024. As consumers increasingly choose

premium whiskey experiences in social settings, demand for crafted cocktails and high-

end whiskey brands is on the rise. The expansion of the nightlife industry and increased

consumer spending on dining and social experiences further support growth in this

segment.

The whiskey market in the U.S. reached USD 13.3 billion in 2024, driven by the

popularity of premium spirits. The increasing demand for craft beverages and whiskey-

based cocktails has further strengthened the market, supported by strong production

and distribution networks. Additionally, whiskey tourism continues to grow, boosting

consumer engagement and market expansion in key regions.
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