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The Global Sonar Absorbing Rubber Composites Market was valued at USD 361.4
million in 2024 and is estimated to grow at a CAGR of 3.8% to reach USD 524.8 million
by 2034. The market growth is underpinned by the surge in defense spending and
heightened focus on underwater stealth technologies. The increasing emphasis on
upgrading naval capabilities across the world has become a key growth factor for this
sector. Navies across developed and developing nations alike are intensifying their
investment in stealth-based technologies, particularly for submarines and other
underwater vessels. In this context, sonar absorbing rubber composites have become
crucial due to their role in minimizing sonar detection and improving the acoustic stealth
of maritime platforms.

As defense forces continue to prioritize undetectable movement and operational
secrecy underwater, the demand for rubber-based materials that can absorb, deflect,
and attenuate sonar waves has significantly intensified. These composites offer a
balance of flexibility, durability, and acoustic dampening properties, making them
integral to next-generation naval applications. Research and development efforts are
also pushing manufacturers to deliver rubber materials with enhanced performance
metrics, aligning with evolving military strategies focused on underwater warfare,
reconnaissance, and silent operation in contested zones.

Material-wise, natural rubber-based composites held the largest revenue share,
accounting for USD 227.4 million in 2024. This segment is anticipated to reach USD
325.4 million by the end of the forecast period. The dominance of natural rubber-based
composites can be attributed to their unique mechanical and acoustic properties. They
possess excellent elasticity and low stiffness, which contribute to superior damping
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behavior across wide frequency ranges. These features make them ideal for
mitigating sonar reflections, thereby reducing the risk of underwater detection. Their
broad use across various naval applications highlights their continuing relevance in
advanced underwater stealth systems.

Application-wise, in 2024, submarine hull coatings led the application landscape,
commanding 38.9% of the market share. The increasing reliance on passive acoustic
stealth during naval missions has elevated the importance of specialized hull coatings
that can disrupt or absorb sonar signals. Sonar absorbing rubber composites serve as a
critical layer in these coatings, actively diminishing sonar reflections and reducing the
vessel's acoustic footprint. This enhances the submarine’s ability to operate covertly
during surveillance or combat scenarios.

Regionally, the United States remains a key market for sonar absorbing rubber
composites, with a market value of USD 124.5 million in 2024. The U.S. market is
projected to register a CAGR of 3.6% through 2034. Government-funded naval
modernization efforts are acting as a primary growth catalyst. As part of its long-term
defense strategy, the U.S. continues to upgrade and retrofit its submarine fleets, surface
combatants, and unmanned underwater systems with stealth-enhancing features. The
need to suppress sonar detection and enhance acoustic shielding has pushed demand
for high-performance composite materials specifically tailored for marine environments.
These materials are increasingly being integrated into new builds and existing vessels
alike, ensuring technological superiority in underwater operations.

The competitive landscape of the sonar absorbing rubber composites market is shaped
by key manufacturers that prioritize innovation, expansion, and strategic collaborations.
Leading companies such as Collins Aerospace, Hutchinson SA, Trelleborg AB,
Precision Acoustics Ltd., and 3M Company are actively investing in R&D to enhance the
acoustic performance and mechanical integrity of their rubber composites. Industry
players are also adopting strategies like capacity augmentation, mergers and
acquisitions, and product development to strengthen their global market position and
respond to growing defense sector demands. As technological complexity in naval
equipment continues to advance, these firms are expected to play a vital role in shaping
the future of underwater stealth capabilities through materials innovation.
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10.9 Lockheed Martin Corporation
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