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Abstracts

The Global Paper Packaging Market, valued at USD 410.5 billion in 2024, is expected

to expand at a CAGR of 3.8% from 2025 to 2034. As the world increasingly turns

towards environmentally friendly alternatives, paper packaging—comprising corrugated

boxes, cartons, and paper bags—has gained traction due to its biodegradability and

recyclability. This shift towards greener solutions is especially evident across various

industries, driven by sustainability concerns and evolving consumer preferences. In

particular, the expansion of the food and pharmaceutical industries has been a key

factor boosting demand for paper packaging. The growing inclination towards eco-

friendly packaging in these sectors aligns with both environmental regulations and

corporate sustainability goals.

One major contributor to this trend is the increasing use of recycled paper as a raw

material. In 2024, recycled wastepaper accounted for 53.6% of the paper packaging

market. Recycled paper is not only cost-effective but also supports the global effort to

reduce deforestation and energy consumption. Governments worldwide are enacting

stricter waste management policies, further encouraging the use of recycled materials.

As a result, many brands in industries such as food, beverages, and personal care are

shifting towards paper packaging to meet sustainability targets while enhancing their

corporate social responsibility profiles.

Among the different products within the market, folding boxboard is the most significant

segment, representing 24.8% of the market in 2024. This material, prized for its

strength, lightweight nature, and durability, is widely used in sectors like food,

pharmaceuticals, and cosmetics. It offers a high strength-to-weight ratio, which reduces

transportation costs and ensures product protection during transit. Its popularity is

further fueled by consumer preferences for packaging that meets environmental and
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hygiene standards, especially in food-related applications.

The food and beverage industry continues to dominate the paper packaging market,

accounting for 40.1% of the market share in 2024. With a growing focus on eco-friendly

and sustainable packaging, there has been a marked shift towards paper-based

alternatives. Consumers are increasingly concerned about the environmental impact of

packaging, prompting brands to adopt paper solutions that align with their sustainability

goals. The expansion of quick-service restaurants and online food delivery services has

driven additional demand for paper packaging, including takeaway boxes and

containers.

The U.S. paper packaging market reached USD 110.1 billion in 2024. This growth is

largely due to the government's push for sustainable packaging through initiatives like

the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) program and the ban on single-use

plastics. As industries across sectors increasingly seek greener solutions, paper

packaging has become a prominent choice. The demand for recyclable, biodegradable,

and food-grade paper materials is expected to continue growing, further bolstered by

advancements in coating and moisture resistance technologies.
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