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The Global Oral Antidiabetic Drugs Market generated USD 45.9 billion in 2024 and is
projected to expand at a CAGR of 3.9% from 2025 to 2034. The growth of this market is
largely driven by the rising global prevalence of diabetes, particularly Type 2 diabetes
(T2DM). The increasing number of people diagnosed with T2DM, especially in
developing nations, can be traced back to the widespread adoption of sedentary
lifestyles and poor dietary habits. Obesity, a major contributor to insulin resistance, has
further intensified the demand for oral medications designed to regulate blood sugar
levels. Medications such as sodium-glucose transport protein-2 (SGLT-2) inhibitors and
dipeptidyl peptidase-4 (DPP-4) inhibitors are becoming more popular. These drugs offer
the added benefit of weight management in addition to effectively controlling blood
glucose levels, giving patients a comprehensive solution to their condition.

This market is segmented by drug class into biguanides, SGLT-2 inhibitors, DPP-4
inhibitors, sulfonylureas, thiazolidinediones, meglitinides, alpha-glucosidase inhibitors,
and other categories. In 2024, the biguanides segment generated USD 18.6 billion, with
Metformin, the most widely prescribed biguanide, maintaining its dominance as the first-
line treatment for T2DM. Its ability to reduce blood glucose levels by lowering hepatic
glucose production and increasing insulin sensitivity has solidified its position in the
market. Furthermore, biguanides continue to be a primary choice for healthcare
providers, contributing significantly to market stability.

When considering disease type, the Type 2 diabetes segment accounted for a dominant
95.6% share in 2024. This is directly linked to the increasing prevalence of T2DM
worldwide. Urbanization, unhealthy eating habits, and a lack of physical activity are key
contributors to the early onset of T2DM, particularly in large-population countries.
Consequently, there is a rising demand for convenient, long-term oral treatment options,
reinforcing the growing role of oral antidiabetic drugs in managing diabetes.
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In North America, the oral antidiabetic drugs market held a 41.1% share in
2024. The region's high prevalence of diabetes, combined with ongoing advancements
in drug formulations and increased patient awareness, is expected to continue driving
market growth. Factors such as aging populations, sedentary lifestyles, and poor dietary
habits are contributing to the rising incidence of diabetes in the region. Additionally,
innovations in healthcare, such as telemedicine and digital health tools, have made it
easier for patients to manage their condition, further boosting the adoption of oral
antidiabetic drugs.
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