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Abstracts

The Global Hovercraft Market, valued at USD 198.7 million in 2024, is projected to grow

at a CAGR of 3.6% from 2025 to 2034. Increasing demand for versatile amphibious

vehicles in remote and challenging terrains drives this growth. Hovercrafts, capable of

operating across water, land, and marshy surfaces, provide effective solutions in areas

lacking proper infrastructure. Their utility spans both civilian and military applications,

offering reliable transport in regions where conventional vehicles face limitations.

Coastal zones, islands, and riverine areas benefit significantly from hovercraft’s ability

to navigate diverse environments. Furthermore, geopolitical tensions and the need for

coastal defense have amplified their demand for military operations.

Hovercraft play a vital role in military applications by enabling rapid deployment of

troops and equipment in coastal and littoral areas. Their ability to traverse sand, ice,

and marshes without requiring fixed infrastructure makes them indispensable for

amphibious operations. In addition to transporting personnel and supplies, these

vessels support surveillance, rescue missions, and disaster response. The rising focus

on enhancing coastal defense capabilities underscores the increasing reliance on

hovercraft for military use.

The market is segmented by size into less than 10m, between 10m and 20m, and

greater than 20m categories. Hovercrafts under 10 meters accounted for 56.5% of the

market share in 2024, driven by growing adoption in commercial and recreational

sectors. Compact hovercraft are highly maneuverable and suited for eco-tourism,

sightseeing, and adventure activities in coastal and riverine areas. Their cost-effective

operation and low maintenance appeal to small businesses and private operators.

Additionally, emergency response teams favor smaller hovercraft for their ability to

access flood zones, ice-covered areas, and other challenging terrains. Their portability
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and versatility make them valuable for search-and-rescue missions and disaster

relief.

The market is also segmented by end-users into commercial and military categories.

The commercial segment is expected to be the fastest-growing, with a projected CAGR

of 3.9% during the forecast period. Hovercrafts in commercial use are increasingly

utilized for tourism, transportation, and disaster relief. Their ability to navigate shallow

waters and marshlands opens new opportunities for passenger transport and logistics in

remote and flood-prone regions. Technological advancements, including lightweight

designs and improved fuel efficiency, further enhance their appeal for commercial

operations, especially in harsh environments.

North America is poised to reach over USD 106 million by 2034, driven by significant

investments in hovercraft for military modernization and disaster response. In addition to

coastal and Arctic operations, these vehicles address transportation challenges in

remote and icy regions, solidifying their position in the market.
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