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Abstracts

The Global Food Flavor Market reached a value of USD 12 billion in 2024 and is

expected to grow at a steady CAGR of 4.3% from 2025 to 2034. This steady growth is

driven by evolving consumer preferences for healthier, more natural alternatives to

artificial additives. As awareness about health and wellness increases, more consumers

are gravitating toward natural flavors derived from plant and animal sources. These

natural options are viewed as healthier compared to synthetic flavors, which are often

associated with artificial ingredients.

The rising demand for clean-label products—foods with transparent ingredient lists—is

contributing to this shift. In addition, the market is benefiting from a greater focus on

sustainability, with natural flavors often seen as more environmentally friendly. As

consumers seek greater transparency, they’re demanding products made with

ingredients that are safer, more authentic, and healthier. This drive for natural options is

being further fueled by regulatory support from authorities worldwide that encourage the

use of naturally sourced ingredients in food products.

The growing incidence of food allergies and sensitivities is another factor driving the

popularity of natural flavors, as they are generally perceived as safer alternatives to

synthetic options. The expanding global demand for plant-based and organic foods also

supports the growing interest in naturally derived flavors. Consumers are increasingly

seeking flavors that align with their evolving dietary preferences, pushing companies to

innovate with cleaner, more wholesome options. With the rise in health-conscious

consumers, this market trend shows no signs of slowing down. Food manufacturers are

expected to continue shifting toward natural and clean-label products, prompting flavor

companies to diversify their offerings.
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The food flavor market is segmented by flavor type into natural and synthetic. In

2024, synthetic flavors dominated the market, generating USD 6.4 billion in revenue.

Their cost-effectiveness, consistency, and long shelf life make them popular choices in

processed food and beverage production. However, the growing consumer preference

for natural and clean-label products is presenting challenges for synthetic flavors. This

shift in consumer behavior has encouraged the development of hybrid flavors,

combining the benefits of both synthetic and natural ingredients.

In terms of flavor categories, fruit flavors were the leading segment, accounting for 34%

of the market share in 2024. This popularity can be attributed to the natural sweetness

and versatility of fruit flavors, which are used in a wide range of applications, including

beverages, confectionery, dairy, and snacks. Additionally, the increasing consumer

interest in exotic and tropical fruit flavors is reflective of global culinary trends and

evolving taste preferences.

The U.S. food flavor market alone generated USD 3.3 billion in 2024, driven by a

dynamic and diverse consumer base that increasingly seeks innovative and

personalized flavor solutions. The growing demand for clean-label and natural

ingredients, combined with the rise of convenience foods, is fueling the adoption of

advanced flavor technologies in the region. Furthermore, the strong presence of leading

industry players and significant investments in research and development are

supporting the U.S. market's ongoing growth and dominance.
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