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Abstracts

The Global Emulsifiers, Stabilizers And Thickeners Market, valued at USD 3.2 billion in

2024, is projected to experience robust growth, with an expected CAGR of 5.3% from

2025 to 2034. These essential additives are crucial in enhancing the texture,

performance, and overall quality of products across various industries, including food,

cosmetics, and pharmaceuticals. The consistent rise of the ESTs market can be

attributed to the increasing consumer demand for higher-quality products, especially as

people seek more natural, functional, and clean-label ingredients in their daily

consumables.

In particular, the food industry plays a significant role in driving market growth. As

demand for processed, convenience, and plant-based foods escalates, so does the

need for emulsifiers, stabilizers, and thickeners that ensure the desired consistency and

quality of these products. The shift toward plant-based diets, organic ingredients, and

clean-label trends is also prompting more manufacturers to adopt natural and

sustainable EST solutions. These ingredients are not only seen as more

environmentally friendly but also align with the growing consumer desire for

transparency and healthier options.

The agar-agar segment within the emulsifiers, stabilizers, and thickeners market held a

notable value of USD 1.1 billion in 2024 and is anticipated to grow at a CAGR of 5.4%

during the forecast period. Derived from red algae, agar-agar’s natural, plant-based

origins have made it increasingly popular in various industries. In the food sector, it is

widely used as a gelling agent in products like vegan formulations, dairy alternatives,

and baked goods. The versatility of agar-agar extends beyond food, however, as it is

also gaining traction in the pharmaceutical and cosmetics sectors due to its stabilizing
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and texturizing properties.

The food and beverage sector remains the largest contributor to the ESTs market,

valued at USD 2.2 billion in 2024, with a projected growth rate of 5.2% over the next

decade. Emulsifiers play a key role in improving the texture and prolonging the shelf life

of dairy products, baked goods, and beverages. Stabilizers and thickeners are equally

crucial in maintaining consistency, particularly in sauces, dressings, and frozen

desserts. As consumer preferences continue to evolve toward healthier and plant-based

foods, the demand for innovative, clean-label, and natural EST solutions will drive

further industry advancements.

In China, the emulsifiers, stabilizers and thickeners (ESTs) market generated USD

397.6 million in 2024 and is projected to grow at a CAGR of 5.8% from 2025 to 2034.

The expansion of the food and beverage, cosmetics, and pharmaceutical industries is

fueling the demand for high-quality additives. With increasing consumer interest in

processed foods, convenience items, and plant-based alternatives, China’s market is

set to benefit from both domestic and international trends favoring clean-label and

sustainable ingredients.
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