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Abstracts

The Global Chocolate Market reached USD 125 billion in 2024 and is expected to grow

at a CAGR of 3.3% from 2025 to 2034. Rising consumer demand, driven by increasing

disposable income, urbanization, and evolving preferences, continues to shape the

industry. The expanding middle-class population in emerging economies is fueling

chocolate consumption, while consumers worldwide are showing greater interest in high-

quality, specialty chocolates. Health-conscious choices also contribute to market

growth, as more people seek dark chocolate with high cocoa content for its perceived

health benefits. Seasonal trends further support rising sales, with chocolates remaining

a popular gift for various celebrations. Additionally, industries such as confectionery,

dairy, and beverages are incorporating chocolate into their products, creating further

opportunities for market expansion.

One of the primary drivers of market growth is the rising popularity of chocolate-based

snacks, beverages, and confectionery items. Premium chocolates, especially those with

unique flavors and higher cocoa content, are gaining traction. Emerging economies in

regions with increasing disposable income and Westernized diets are seeing a surge in

chocolate consumption. The affordability of mass-market chocolates continues to attract

buyers, while premium segments offer growth potential with healthier alternatives,

including low-sugar and organic options.

The milk chocolate segment accounted for over USD 73.9 billion in 2024 and is set to

grow at a CAGR of more than 3.2% through the forecast period. Its widespread appeal,

smooth texture, and balanced flavor contribute to its strong market presence. Milk

chocolate remains a preferred choice for consumers across various demographics. The

expansion of urban areas and rising income levels create further growth opportunities,

particularly in developing regions. The presence of milk chocolate in diverse product
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categories, including confectionery, baked goods, and beverages, strengthens

its market position. The segment benefits from both mass-market appeal and the

introduction of premium options with reduced sugar content.

The chocolate industry's packaging sector is also witnessing steady growth. In 2024,

the plastic packaging segment was valued at USD 60.1 billion, with an expected CAGR

of 2.8% from 2025 to 2034. Plastic remains the dominant material due to its durability,

lightweight nature, and ability to protect chocolate from moisture and contaminants. It is

widely used in single-serve wrappers and trays for molded chocolates, ensuring safe

transportation and extended shelf life.

Supermarkets and hypermarkets play a crucial role in chocolate distribution, with the

segment reaching USD 72.8 billion in 2024 and expected to grow at a CAGR of 2.9%.

These retail chains offer a diverse range of chocolates, from affordable options to

premium brands, driving strong sales. Seasonal promotions and extensive marketing

campaigns make chocolates more accessible to a broader consumer base. The

expansion of organized retail in emerging markets is further enhancing availability and

affordability.

Europe remains a key region for chocolate sales, with strong market growth. In 2024,

Germany led the region with USD 23.6 billion in sales, maintaining a projected CAGR of

3.4% through 2034.
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