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The Global Carton Liner Market was valued at USD 35.6 billion in 2024 and is estimated
to grow at a CAGR of 5.5% to reach USD 60.4 billion by 2034. The market growth is
driven by expanding applications across pharmaceuticals, healthcare, food and
beverage, and chemical industries. As global trade increases, the need for durable
packaging materials that ensure product protection during transportation is rising
sharply. Carton liners play a key role by extending product life, preventing leakage, and
preserving product quality—making them vital to cold chain logistics and e-commerce
operations. Additionally, the growth in direct-to-consumer delivery models and
heightened expectations for secure packaging are pushing demand for performance-
oriented liners that reduce spoilage and product returns.

The food & beverage industry is one of the largest users of carton liners, contributing to
rising adoption due to increasing preference for safe, reliable, and sustainable
packaging. The surge in demand for ready-to-eat and packaged foods, along with
stringent hygiene requirements, has led to greater reliance on liners that offer moisture
resistance and product stability during transit. Growing concerns over environmental
impact have also fueled interest in recyclable and biodegradable alternatives, with many
companies developing eco-friendly materials to meet consumer preferences and comply
with evolving regulations. Innovations such as oxygen absorbers and moisture barrier
technologies are also finding increased acceptance to extend product shelf life and
ensure safety during storage.

In 2024, the polyethylene (PE) segment generated USD 14.8 billion. PE carton liners
are preferred for their cost-effectiveness, flexibility, and high performance against
moisture and chemicals. Their excellent tensile strength and adaptability make them
suitable for automated packaging systems, especially in sectors like pharmaceuticals,
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food processing, and industrial packaging. Manufacturers are continuously
improving their product offerings with innovations such as FDA-grade LLDPE for food
contact and anti-static LDPE for sensitive electronics packaging. As businesses look for
scalable, recyclable solutions, PE remains the top material choice across several high-
volume applications.

Carton liners used in the food and beverage segment captured a 36.1% share in 2024.
The industry’s growing focus on shelf-stable, packaged products—fueled by consumer
demand for convenience and food safety—has led to an uptick in liner consumption. As
companies shift toward sustainable operations, there is growing traction for recyclable
and compostable liners that align with environmental regulations. The adoption of
technologies like advanced sealing, thermal insulation, and oxygen barrier integration is
further improving liner efficiency.

United States Carton Liner Market generated USD 7.7 billion in 2024. The strong
performance of the US market stems from a wide industrial base across food, personal
care, and pharmaceuticals—all requiring specialized, protective packaging. E-commerce
expansion, particularly in consumer and perishable goods, continues to fuel demand for
durable liners that can preserve product integrity during transport. Additionally,
innovation in packaging design and rapid adoption of automation have bolstered
demand for high-performance liner materials. These factors, combined with advanced
supply chain systems, help maintain the country’s leading position in the global market.

Key players leading the Global Carton Liner Market include Huhtamaki, Interplast
Group, Sealed Air Corporation, Mondi, and Amcor Plc. These companies are shaping
the industry by investing in sustainable materials, expanding production capacities, and
focusing on regional market customization. Companies in the global carton liner industry
are focusing on key strategies to strengthen market presence and gain a competitive
advantage. A primary approach is the development of high-performance, application-
specific liners with advanced barrier technologies, such as oxygen and moisture control,
to meet industry-specific needs. Many are investing in biodegradable and recyclable
materials to align with sustainability trends and regulatory shifts. Geographic expansion
through regional manufacturing hubs helps reduce logistics costs and meet growing
local demand.

Comprehensive Market Analysis and Forecast

Industry trends, key growth drivers, challenges, future opportunities, and
regulatory landscape
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Competitive landscape with Porter’s Five Forces and PESTEL analysis

Market size, segmentation, and regional forecasts

In-depth company profiles, business strategies, financial insights, and SWOT
analysis
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5.1 Key trends

5.2 Polyethylene (PE)

5.3 Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC)
5.4 Polypropylene (PP)

5.5 Aluminum foil

5.6 Paper

5.7 Others

CHAPTER 6 MARKET ESTIMATES & FORECAST, BY THICKNESS, 2021-2034
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