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The Global Alternative Protein Market generated USD 90.5 billion in 2024 and is
projected to grow at a CAGR of 9.8% between 2025 and 2034. This remarkable growth
is fueled by an increasing consumer preference for healthier, protein-rich foods as
individuals seek sustainable and nutritious alternatives. As awareness around
environmental sustainability, animal welfare, and personal health gains momentum,
consumers are gravitating toward plant-based, insect-based, and cultured cell proteins.
These alternatives offer eco-friendly solutions that align with evolving consumer values.
In addition, national policies supporting healthier and more sustainable food systems
are further propelling this shift toward alternative proteins, creating a favorable
environment for market expansion.

Major food industry players are investing heavily in research and development to
introduce innovative protein products catering to diverse dietary preferences and
lifestyle choices. Growing collaborations between food tech companies and established
food brands are driving the commercialization of alternative proteins, making them more
accessible and appealing to a broader consumer base. Additionally, ongoing
advancements in food processing technologies are improving the taste, texture, and
nutritional profile of alternative protein products, encouraging higher adoption rates.
Plant-based proteins dominated the market in 2024, holding a 73.3% share due to their
wide availability, established supply chains, and rising demand among vegan and
flexitarian consumers. As more people embrace plant-based eating habits,
manufacturers are responding by introducing a diverse range of innovative vegan
protein products to meet this growing demand. While plant-based proteins continue to
lead the segment, other sources, including insect-based, microbial-based, and cultured
cell proteins, are steadily gaining momentum. These alternative protein categories
remain smaller but are gradually capturing market share as technological
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advancements improve their production processes and reduce costs.
The food and beverage segment contributed 94.6% of the market share in 2024,
making it the largest application segment within the alternative protein industry. As
consumers increasingly seek ethical and sustainable food sources, manufacturers are
expanding their portfolios to include various alternative protein products. These proteins
are being integrated into a wide range of offerings, including meat substitutes, dairy-free
beverages, and plant-based snacks. Additionally, they are being tailored to meet the
nutritional needs of specialty diets, such as sports nutrition, medical foods, and products
for individuals with dietary restrictions. The growing emphasis on sustainability and
ethical sourcing has led to increased adoption of alternative proteins across multiple
consumer segments, creating new opportunities for product diversification.
The U.S. alternative protein market generated USD 12 billion in 2024, driven by
government initiatives, technological innovations, and a robust food industry. As more
consumers in the U.S. embrace health-conscious and environmentally sustainable
diets, the demand for alternative protein products continues to grow. Social media,
targeted advertising, and heightened awareness around plant-based nutrition are
influencing consumer purchasing decisions and helping alternative proteins gain traction
in the retail and food service sectors. The increasing popularity of plant-based and
cultured protein options is encouraging retailers to expand their offerings, ensuring that
consumers have easy access to a variety of sustainable protein choices. As a result,
alternative proteins are becoming a staple in American households, contributing to the
rapid growth of the U.S. market.
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3.6.1.1 Protein rich diets for poultry are highly digestible and devoid of containing less

anti-nutritional factors (ANFS)

3.6.1.2 Rising beef exports from the region will foster industry growth
3.6.1.3 Growing industrial livestock production will drive animal feed protein demand
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8.13 Royal DSM NV
8.14 Ynsect
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