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Abstracts

Africa Food Ingredients Market was valued at USD 1.9 billion in 2024 and is estimated

to grow at a CAGR of 4.7% to reach USD 3 billion by 2034, due to factors like

urbanization, the growing middle class, and a rise in demand for processed and

convenience foods. Consumers are increasingly health-conscious, driving the demand

for natural ingredients, organic substances, and clean-label products. This shift has

encouraged manufacturers to reformulate products with more transparent and healthier

options, including plant-based proteins, natural sweeteners, and functional additives. In

response to the evolving market, global companies are setting up local operations or

forming partnerships to navigate the complex regulatory environment and meet the

rising demand. Adding locally sourced and indigenous ingredients is gaining momentum

as it enhances consumer trust in authenticity and sustainability.

Expanding retail infrastructure, particularly supermarkets and e-commerce, has

broadened access to innovative food products and ingredients. Meanwhile, initiatives by

governments and NGOs to improve food security and nutrition are boosting the demand

for fortified and enriched food products. The forecast suggests ongoing growth in the

need for flavor enhancers, emulsifiers, and preservatives to improve the sensory appeal

and shelf life of snacks, dairy, and beverages.

In 2024, sweeteners represented 29.5% of the market share, valued at USD 563.9

million. With a rising preference for natural and low-calorie sweeteners like stevia,

especially in response to increasing concerns over obesity and diabetes, the demand

for healthier options is growing. Emulsifiers and lecithins, used to enhance texture and

shelf life, are in high demand due to the increasing consumption of processed foods.

Additionally, colorants— synthetic and natural, such as turmeric and beetroot extracts-
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are gaining popularity for their ability to improve product appeal.

The natural ingredients segment made up 54.7% share in 2024 and is expected to grow

at a faster rate of 4.5% CAGR. Consumers in Africa opt for clean-label, natural

ingredients derived from plants, fruits, and herbs, resulting in a significant shift away

from artificial additives. This trend has been driven by greater health awareness and a

desire for transparency in food labeling. While synthetic ingredients are still used due to

their cost-effectiveness and longer shelf life, they are declining due to consumer

skepticism and stricter regulations.

South Africa Food Ingredients Market accounted for a 34.3% share in 2024. The

country leads in food innovation, industrial food processing, and a robust retail sector,

with significant consumer demand for packaged and health-conscious foods. In other

regions of Africa, including North Africa, the demand for food ingredients is driven by

urbanization and the popularity of traditional foods like bakery products, confectionery,

and dairy. Flavor enhancers and emulsifiers remain essential in these markets.

Top companies operating in the Africa Food Ingredients Market include DuPont de

Nemours, Inc., Kerry Group, Ajinomoto Co., Inc., Givaudan S.A., and Archer Daniels

Midland Company (ADM). These companies are strengthening their positions through

strategies like localizing operations to serve regional markets, partnering with local

suppliers to access indigenous ingredients, and investing in R&D for innovative product

development. Companies focus on sustainability by promoting natural ingredients and

aligning their products with the growing trend for health-conscious and clean-label food

options.

Companies Mentioned

Givaudan SA , BASF SE , Chr. Hansen Holding A/S , Firmenich SA , DSM-Firmenich ,

Sensient Technologies Corporation , Kerry Group , Archer Daniels Midland Company ,

Cargill, Incorporated , Kerry Group , Ingredion Incorporated , Olam International ,

Cormart Nigeria Limited , Dangote Group , Tiger Brands Limited , Novozymes A/S ,

DuPont de Nemours, Inc.
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