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Abstracts

The global Water Based Inks market size is expected to reach $ 7853 million by 2032,

rising at a market growth of 3.9% CAGR during the forecast period (2026-2032).

Water Based Inks are printing inks in which water is the primary carrier, used to transfer

colorants and functional additives onto substrates through processes such as

flexography, gravure, screen, and increasingly inkjet. They matter because they enable

high-throughput packaging and commercial printing while reducing reliance on solvent

carriers and supporting compliance goals related to volatile organic compound

emissions and workplace exposure.

Upstream, the supply chain is anchored in pigments and dispersions, polymer binders

(e.g., acrylic, styrene-acrylic, polyurethane), surfactants and wetting agents, defoamers,

waxes, crosslinkers, and biocides, with formulation performance heavily influenced by

dispersion quality and binder?substrate adhesion. Downstream, demand is led by

packaging converters and printers serving flexible packaging, corrugated, folding carton,

and labels, plus commercial print and textile/nonwoven printing; procurement is

commonly structured as annual pricing frameworks with performance qualification on

press, supplemented by spot buys for seasonal SKUs and rapid-turn artwork changes.

In the current market, global production is around 539,000 tonnes, with an average

selling price of about 10,920 USD per tonne EXW basis. Industry gross margin is

estimated at about 25%, anchored by publicly reported consolidated gross margin levels

of major ink producers and reflecting the mixture of commoditized ?standard?

packaging ink volumes with higher-margin, high-performance, and regulated-grade

formulations. Market structure is best described as moderately consolidated: the largest

multinational suppliers (spanning global packaging ink platforms and regional

specialists) are estimated to control approximately 50 percent of global revenue (CR5),

while a long tail of regional manufacturers remains competitive due to localized

converter relationships, short lead times, and the need for substrate- and press-specific

+357 96 030922
info@marketpublishers.com

Global Water Based Inks Supply, Demand and Key Producers, 2026-2032

https://marketpublishers.com/report/other-chemicals-products/global-water-based-inks-gir.html


customization. Representative water-based product platforms used across

packaging and label value chains include AQUALABEL, AQUACode, and HYDRO-X,

while Chinese producers also commercialize water-based gravure systems for flexible

packaging with series-level differentiation.

From 2026 to 2032, the main demand drivers are continued substitution away from

higher-emitting solvent systems in applications where water-based performance can

meet rub resistance, heat resistance, and lamination requirements, plus the growing

need for low-migration systems for sensitive packaging. Regulatory frameworks

addressing VOC emissions from printing operations remain a structural tailwind for

water-based adoption, while brand-owner sustainability programs and recycling-driven

packaging redesign increase the need for inks compatible with mono-material structures

and de-inking/recyclability targets.

Technically, the frontier is high-speed water-based gravure on films and improved

drying-energy efficiency, alongside tighter control of odor, residual monomers, and

extractables. Digitally, water-based inkjet continues to expand in packaging and

industrial marking where short runs, personalization, and faster changeovers justify

higher per-unit ink cost. Constraints and bottlenecks are likely to center on (1) drying

capacity and energy cost at the converter, (2) performance tradeoffs on non-porous

films without adding complexity that harms recyclability, and (3) volatility in pigment and

specialty additive supply chains, which can tighten availability for higher-end dispersions

and compliance-grade additives. Regionally, Asia?especially China?remains a key

center of printing and packaging activity, supporting both local supplier depth and scale-

up of water-based product lines.

This report studies the global Water Based Inks production, demand, key

manufacturers, and key regions.

This report is a detailed and comprehensive analysis of the world market for Water

Based Inks and provides market size (US$ million) and Year-over-Year (YoY) Growth,

considering 2025 as the base year. This report explores demand trends and

competition, as well as details the characteristics of Water Based Inks that contribute to

its increasing demand across many markets.

Highlights and key features of the study

Global Water Based Inks total production and demand, 2021-2032, (Kilotons)

Global Water Based Inks total production value, 2021-2032, (USD Million)

Global Water Based Inks production by region & country, production, value, CAGR,

2021-2032, (USD Million) & (Kilotons), (based on production site)

Global Water Based Inks consumption by region & country, CAGR, 2021-2032 &

(Kilotons)

U.S. VS China: Water Based Inks domestic production, consumption, key domestic

manufacturers and share
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Global Water Based Inks production by manufacturer, production, price, value and

market share 2021-2026, (USD Million) & (Kilotons)

Global Water Based Inks production by Print Process, production, value, CAGR,

2021-2032, (USD Million) & (Kilotons)

Global Water Based Inks production by Application, production, value, CAGR,

2021-2032, (USD Million) & (Kilotons)

This report profiles key players in the global Water Based Inks market based on the

following parameters - company overview, production, value, price, gross margin,

product portfolio, geographical presence, and key developments. Key companies

covered as a part of this study include DIC, Siegwerk, Flint Group, hubergroup,

artience, SAKATA INX, Zeller+Gmelin, RUCOINX, Wikoff Color, Nazdar, etc.

This report also provides key insights about market drivers, restraints, opportunities,

new product launches or approvals.

Stakeholders would have ease in decision-making through various strategy matrices

used in analyzing the World Water Based Inks market

Detailed Segmentation:

Each section contains quantitative market data including market by value (US$

Millions), volume (production, consumption) & (Kilotons) and average price (US$/Ton)

by manufacturer, by Print Process, and by Application. Data is given for the years

2021-2032 by year with 2025 as the base year, 2026 as the estimate year, and

2027-2032 as the forecast year.

Global Water Based Inks Market, By Region:

United States

China

Europe

Japan

South Korea

ASEAN

India

Rest of World
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Global Water Based Inks Market, Segmentation by Print Process:

Flexographic Water Based Inks

Gravure Water Based Inks

Screen Water Based Inks

Inkjet Water Based Inks

Other Water Based Inks

Global Water Based Inks Market, Segmentation by Binder System:

Acrylic Binder

Styrene Acrylic Binder

Polyurethane Binder

Natural Polymer Binder

Other Binder Systems

Global Water Based Inks Market, Segmentation by Compliance Grade:

Food Contact Low Migration

General Packaging

Publication and Commercial

Textile and Specialty

Industrial Marking
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Global Water Based Inks Market, Segmentation by Application:

Flexible Packaging

Corrugated Packaging

Folding Carton

Labels

Publication and Commercial Print

Textiles and Nonwoven Printing

Companies Profiled:

DIC

Siegwerk

Flint Group

hubergroup

artience

SAKATA INX

Zeller+Gmelin

RUCOINX

Wikoff Color

Nazdar

Kao Collins
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Fujifilm

Dainichiseika

Hanghua Ink

Tianlong

Yips Chemical

Letong Chemical

Shanghai Peony Ink

Shunfeng Ink

Shenzhen BIC

Key Questions Answered:

1. How big is the global Water Based Inks market?

2. What is the demand of the global Water Based Inks market?

3. What is the year over year growth of the global Water Based Inks market?

4. What is the production and production value of the global Water Based Inks market?

5. Who are the key producers in the global Water Based Inks market?

6. What are the growth factors driving the market demand?
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