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Abstracts

The global Sports Trading Card market size is expected to reach $ 181628 million by

2032, rising at a market growth of 99.6% CAGR during the forecast period (2026-2032).

From a market perspective, sports trading cards and IP trading cards together form the

core growth segments of the global collectibles card industry, although their underlying

drivers differ significantly. The sports trading card market is relatively mature,

particularly in North America, where it is anchored in professional sports leagues and

supported by a well-established ecosystem. Pricing is primarily driven by athlete

performance, historical legacy, card scarcity, and third-party grading systems, resulting

in a market with strong financial characteristics and cyclical fluctuations. In contrast, the

IP trading card market remains in a rapid expansion phase, fueled by the global

dissemination of anime, film, and gaming intellectual properties, as well as the

emotional and identity-driven consumption of younger generations. This segment places

greater emphasis on cultural recognition and social engagement rather than pure

investment logic. The long-term growth of the overall market will depend on IP lifecycle

management, the standardization of global trading infrastructure, and the depth of

transformation from collectibles into financialized assets.

From a structural perspective of the global collectibles market, sports trading cards and

IP trading cards have emerged as the two primary growth pillars of the industry.

However, they differ significantly in terms of market maturity, value drivers, and

participant composition. The sports trading card market is relatively mature, particularly

in North America, where it is built around professional sports leagues such as the NBA,

NFL, and MLB. Its valuation framework is primarily based on athlete performance,

historical legacy, and scarcity. In addition, the presence of standardized third-party

grading systems (such as PSA and BGS), along with well-established auction houses
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and trading platforms, has created a highly institutionalized ecosystem. As a

result, the market exhibits characteristics similar to ?light financial assets,? where

pricing is influenced not only by on-field performance but also by macro liquidity

conditions and investment sentiment cycles, leading to pronounced financialization and

cyclical behavior.

In contrast, the IP trading card market remains in a rapid growth phase, driven primarily

by the expansion of the global entertainment industry and shifting consumption patterns

among Gen Z consumers. Intellectual properties from anime, film, gaming, and idol

culture are increasingly being productized and extended into collectible card formats,

gradually transforming from pure entertainment merchandise into hybrid assets with

both social and collectible value. Unlike sports cards, the value formation mechanism of

IP cards relies more heavily on ?cultural consensus? and ?emotional premium,?

meaning collective market perception of an IP?s long-term relevance, character

popularity, and scarcity narrative, rather than directly measurable performance metrics.

Consequently, while the market is less liquid and less standardized in pricing, it

demonstrates faster growth and is more sensitive to content breakthroughs, social

media amplification, and shifts in youth aesthetic preferences.

From a long-term perspective, the global trading card market is gradually evolving from

a pure collectibles segment into a hybrid system that combines cultural assets with light

financial attributes. The sports card segment is closer to a mature asset class, with

growth driven mainly by structural optimization and cyclical capital inflows. The IP card

segment, however, resembles an early-stage high-growth industry, with expansion

dependent on IP lifecycle management, cross-media content development capabilities,

and the maturation of global issuance and trading infrastructure. Over time, the

boundary between the two may continue to blur, particularly as sports entertainment

becomes increasingly IP-driven and cross-industry collaborations intensify. Ultimately,

the market may evolve toward a more ?content-asset hybrid ecosystem,? albeit with

higher volatility and stronger narrative dependency risks.

This report studies the global Sports Trading Card demand, key companies, and key

regions.

This report is a detailed and comprehensive analysis of the world market for Sports

Trading Card, and provides market size (US$ million) and Year-over-Year (YoY) growth,

considering 2025 as the base year. This report explores demand trends and

competition, as well as details the characteristics of Sports Trading Card that contribute

to its increasing demand across many markets.

+357 96 030922
info@marketpublishers.com

Global Sports Trading Card Supply, Demand and Key Producers, 2026-2032

https://marketpublishers.com/report/collectibles/global-sports-trading-card-supply-gir.html


Highlights and key features of the study

Global Sports Trading Card total market, 2021-2032, (USD Million)

Global Sports Trading Card total market by region & country, CAGR, 2021-2032, (USD

Million)

U.S. VS China: Sports Trading Card total market, key domestic companies, and share,

(USD Million)

Global Sports Trading Card revenue by player, revenue and market share 2021-2026,

(USD Million)

Global Sports Trading Card total market by Type, CAGR, 2021-2032, (USD Million)

Global Sports Trading Card total market by Application, CAGR, 2021-2032, (USD

Million)

This report profiles major players in the global Sports Trading Card market based on the

following parameters - company overview, revenue, gross margin, product portfolio,

geographical presence, and key developments. Key companies covered as a part of

this study include Fanatics, Panini, The Upper Deck Company, Futera, Leaf Trading

Cards, etc.

This report also provides key insights about market drivers, restraints, opportunities,

new product launches or approvals.

Stakeholders would have ease in decision-making through various strategy matrices

used in analyzing the world Sports Trading Card market

Detailed Segmentation:

Each section contains quantitative market data including market by value (US$

Millions), by player, by regions, by Type, and by Application. Data is given for the years

2021-2032 by year with 2025 as the base year, 2026 as the estimate year, and

2027-2032 as the forecast year.

Global Sports Trading Card Market, By Region:

United States

China
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Europe

Japan

South Korea

ASEAN

India

Rest of World

Global Sports Trading Card Market, Segmentation by Type:

Rookie Card

Serial Numbered

Others

Global Sports Trading Card Market, Segmentation by Functional:

Base Cards

Parallels

Others

Global Sports Trading Card Market, Segmentation by Sales:

Online Channel

Offline Channel

Global Sports Trading Card Market, Segmentation by Application:

+357 96 030922
info@marketpublishers.com

Global Sports Trading Card Supply, Demand and Key Producers, 2026-2032

https://marketpublishers.com/report/collectibles/global-sports-trading-card-supply-gir.html


American Football

Baseball

Basketball

Association Football

Hockey

Others

Companies Profiled:

Fanatics

Panini

The Upper Deck Company

Futera

Leaf Trading Cards

Key Questions Answered

1. How big is the global Sports Trading Card market?

2. What is the demand of the global Sports Trading Card market?

3. What is the year over year growth of the global Sports Trading Card market?

4. What is the total value of the global Sports Trading Card market?

5. Who are the Major Players in the global Sports Trading Card market?

6. What are the growth factors driving the market demand?
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