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The global Press Felts for Papermaking market size is expected to reach $ 1962 million
by 2032, rising at a market growth of 3.4% CAGR during the forecast period
(2026-2032).

Press Felts for Papermaking are engineered permeable fabrics installed in the press
section of paper, paperboard and selected pulp machines to support the wet web,
receive water expressed under nip pressure, transport the sheet between press
positions and help maintain surface quality and runnability. Modern products generally
consist of one or more base-fabric layers combined with needled batt fibers and are
manufactured through weaving or nonwoven base construction, batt needling, heat
setting, chemical or surface treatment, seaming and final finishing. Main structural forms
include woven-base, nonwoven-base and hybrid-base designs, as well as single-layer,
double-layer and multi-layer or laminated constructions. Key technical parameters
include basis weight, thickness, void volume, permeability, water-handling capacity,
compressibility, resilience, surface smoothness, dimensional stability, seam
performance and applicable machine speed. Press Felts for Papermaking are mainly
used in packaging paper and board, printing and writing paper, tissue, specialty paper
and pulp production, with specific designs selected according to press configuration, nip
load, paper grade, machine speed and required dewatering performance.

Key Findings

Recurring replacement demand from the global paper-machine installed base
provides a stable foundation for Press Felts for Papermaking
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Woven-base and multi-layer composite structures remain central to the
current commercial product portfolio

Packaging paper and board represent the most resilient downstream demand
segment

Asia-Pacific is the largest regional market with China serving as both a major
demand and manufacturing center

Competition is shifting toward dewatering efficiency fabric life runnability seam
performance and application engineering

Market Trends

Press Felts for Papermaking are evolving toward higher dewatering efficiency, faster
start-up, improved compaction resistance, more stable void volume and longer service
life. Product design increasingly combines engineered base fabrics, fine batt structures
and position-specific surface characteristics to balance water handling, sheet support
and marking control. Multi-layer and laminated constructions continue to gain
importance in demanding press positions because they allow suppliers to optimize
compressibility, resilience and dimensional stability independently. Seam technology is
also improving as mills seek to reduce installation time and planned shutdown duration,
while nonwoven and hybrid-base concepts are being applied where conventional woven
structures cannot fully satisfy specific pressure, drainage or surface requirements. The
long-term direction is toward more application-specific press-felt designs supported by
machine-position analysis, conditioning optimization and lifecycle performance
management rather than standardized products selected only by basic weight and
permeability.

Market Dynamics

Drivers

The large installed base of paper and board machines generates continuous
replacement demand because press felts are consumable machine-clothing products
exposed to repeated mechanical compression, water, fillers, fines and chemical
contaminants. Packaging paper and board provide a comparatively resilient demand
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base, while higher machine speeds, wider machines and intensified press loads
increase requirements for rapid dewatering, stable sheet transfer and consistent felt
performance. Mills are also placing greater emphasis on dryness after the press section
because improved mechanical dewatering can reduce steam demand in the dryer
section and improve overall production efficiency. Higher recycled-fiber usage further
increases the importance of contamination management, conditioning performance and
stable void volume, supporting demand for more advanced base structures and batt
designs.

Restraints

Market growth is constrained by the mature nature of global paper and board production
and by structural weakness in printing and writing paper in several developed markets.
Improvements in felt durability and conditioning can extend operating life and reduce
replacement frequency, limiting the direct relationship between paper output and felt
consumption. Standard press-felt products also face price competition from regional
manufacturers, especially in conventional low- and medium-speed applications. Raw-
material costs for polyamide fibers, specialty monofilaments and other engineered
materials, together with energy and labor expenses, can affect manufacturing margins.
In addition, qualification requirements at high-speed and high-load press positions can
be demanding, which raises development and service costs and limits the ability of
smaller suppliers to expand rapidly into premium applications.

Opportunities

The strongest opportunities are concentrated in technology upgrading within the
installed paper-machine base. Higher-speed packaging machines, shoe presses,
modern tissue machines and press sections processing high recycled-fiber content
create demand for felts with faster saturation, stronger compaction resistance, improved
surface uniformity and better long-term dewatering performance. Seamed products
provide opportunities where customers seek shorter installation time and reduced
shutdown costs, while hybrid and nonwoven-base technologies offer additional design
flexibility for demanding positions. China and other Asian markets remain important for
product upgrading as paper producers modernize older machines and local suppliers
improve base-fabric construction, needling precision, finishing and application
engineering. Suppliers capable of linking felt design with press-condition monitoring,
cleaning, conditioning and lifecycle service are better positioned to capture higher-value
demand.
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Challenges

Press-felt performance depends on the interaction of base construction, batt structure,
permeability, compressibility, nip pressure, conditioning and machine operating
conditions, making product development highly application-specific. Maintaining uniform
weight, thickness, void structure and mechanical properties across very wide felts
requires precise manufacturing and process control. High-speed and high-load press
positions typically require lengthy qualification because poor dewatering, vibration,
sheet marking or premature compaction can directly affect machine efficiency and
product quality. Global suppliers must also maintain rapid technical response,
installation support and replacement availability across multiple regions. At the same
time, Chinese and other regional manufacturers continue to improve their technical
capability, increasing competition in standard and increasingly in mid-to-high-end
applications and placing greater pressure on suppliers that lack differentiated structures
or strong application service.

Industry Chain Analysis

The upstream industry mainly includes polyamide fibers and monofilaments, specialty
synthetic fibers, base-fabric yarns, functional chemicals, seam materials, industrial
looms, needling equipment, heat-setting equipment, finishing systems and inspection
equipment. Fiber quality, yarn dimensional consistency and base-fabric stability directly
influence felt strength, compressibility, resilience and dimensional performance, while
batt fiber selection and needling quality affect surface uniformity, water handling and
resistance to compaction. Higher-performance products increasingly depend on precise
control of base geometry, batt distribution and thermal stabilization, raising the value of
advanced materials and process equipment.

The midstream segment covers product design, yarn preparation, base-fabric weaving
or nonwoven construction, batt preparation, needling, heat setting, seaming, surface
treatment, inspection and application engineering. Value creation increasingly depends
on matching felt structure with press type, nip load, paper grade, machine speed and
conditioning system. Downstream customers are paper, paperboard and pulp
producers, which evaluate press felts based on total operating performance rather than
purchase price alone. Key purchasing considerations include dewatering efficiency,
sheet quality, break-in time, service life, conditioning requirements, press-section
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stability and the impact on downstream drying energy. Suppliers with accumulated
machine-position data and strong field-service capabilities therefore retain advantages
in technically demanding applications.

Segment Insights

By base fabric construction, woven-base designs remain the principal conventional
structure, while nonwoven-base and hybrid-base products provide additional design
flexibility for positions requiring different compression, drainage or surface
characteristics. By base layer structure, single-layer felts continue to serve less
demanding positions, while double-layer and multi-layer or laminated products are
widely used where greater void volume, resilience and dimensional stability are
required. Multi-layer designs generally carry higher technical content because the base
structure can be engineered separately for support, drainage and compression
behavior.

By installation type, endless felts remain broadly used, while seamed felts provide clear
advantages where reduced installation time and easier replacement are important. By
end-use paper grade, packaging paper and board provide the strongest structural
demand, supported by large machine fleets and extensive recycled-fiber use. Printing
and writing paper remain an important replacement market but face weaker long-term
fundamentals. Tissue applications emphasize rapid dewatering, surface quality and high-
speed stability, while specialty paper and pulp applications generate more differentiated
requirements depending on sheet characteristics and press configuration.

Downstream Market Opportunities

Packaging paper and board represent the most attractive downstream opportunity for
Press Felts for Papermaking because containerboard, corrugating medium, kraft paper
and other packaging grades operate large installed machine fleets and increasingly
process recycled fiber. These conditions raise requirements for stable drainage,
contamination resistance and sustained void volume. Tissue is another important
technology-driven segment, where machine speed, sheet softness and efficient water
removal increase the value of carefully engineered felt surfaces and base structures.
Printing and writing paper remain significant in replacement demand despite slower
structural growth, while specialty paper offers higher customization opportunities. Pulp
applications form a smaller but technically distinct market in which heavy-duty water
handling, dimensional stability and long service life are particularly important.
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Regional Insights

Asia-Pacific is the largest regional market for Press Felts for Papermaking, reflecting its
dominant position in global paper and board production. China combines a very large
installed paper-machine base, continued modernization of packaging and tissue
capacity and an increasingly capable domestic press-felt manufacturing industry.
Demand is gradually shifting from standardized products toward multi-layer, high-speed,
seamed and application-specific designs. Japan remains an important high-technology
supply center with long-established specialist manufacturers, while India combines a
sizeable paper industry with domestic production capabilities and continued demand for
both standard and upgraded press felts.

Europe and North America remain important high-value markets characterized by
mature machine fleets, demanding operational standards and strong participation by
multinational paper-machine-clothing suppliers. Market development is driven mainly by
replacement, press-section optimization, higher dewatering efficiency and lifecycle
performance rather than large additions of new paper capacity. European demand is
relatively stronger in packaging and specialty grades than in graphic paper. Latin
America, the Middle East and Africa form smaller regional markets, with demand
concentrated around major pulp, packaging and integrated paper projects and
supported substantially by international supplier and service networks.

Competitive Landscape Analysis

The global Press Felts for Papermaking market has a layered competitive structure
combining multinational paper-machine-clothing groups, specialist European and
Japanese manufacturers, established Indian suppliers and an expanding Chinese
manufacturing base. Albany International, AstenJohnson, Voith, ANDRITZ and Valmet
compete through global manufacturing and service networks, broad machine-position
experience and application engineering. Cristini and Feltri Marone maintain established
specialist positions in Europe, while Ichikawa and NIPPON FELT represent long-
standing Japanese press-felt capabilities. Wires & Fabriks and Shri Dinesh Mills are
important Indian participants. In China, Vanov Holdings, Henan Sloong Fabrics and
Jiangsu Jinni Engineering Textile have developed substantial domestic manufacturing
capabilities and are extending from conventional products toward multi-layer, seamed
and higher-speed applications. Competitive differentiation is increasingly based on
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dewatering performance, compaction resistance, base-fabric design, seam reliability,
start-up characteristics, service life and field technical support, while price remains an
important factor in standardized and cost-sensitive applications.

Report Scope

This report studies the global Press Felts for Papermaking production, demand, key
manufacturers, and key regions.

This report is a detailed and comprehensive analysis of the world market for Press Felts
for Papermaking and provides market size (US$ million) and Year-over-Year (YoY)
Growth, considering 2025 as the base year. This report explores demand trends and
competition, as well as details the characteristics of Press Felts for Papermaking that
contribute to its increasing demand across many markets.

Highlights and key features of the study

Global Press Felts for Papermaking total production and demand, 2021-2032,
(Kilotons)

Global Press Felts for Papermaking total production value, 2021-2032, (USD
Million)

Global Press Felts for Papermaking production by region & country, production,
value, CAGR, 2021-2032, (USD Million) & (Kilotons), (based on production site)

Global Press Felts for Papermaking consumption by region & country, CAGR,
2021-2032 & (Kilotons)

U.S. VS China: Press Felts for Papermaking domestic production, consumption,
key domestic manufacturers and share

Global Press Felts for Papermaking production by manufacturer, production,
price, value and market share 2021-2026, (USD Million) & (Kilotons)

Global Press Felts for Papermaking production by Type, production, value,
CAGR, 2021-2032, (USD Million) & (Kilotons)
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Global Press Felts for Papermaking production by Application, production,
value, CAGR, 2021-2032, (USD Million) & (Kilotons)

This report profiles key players in the global Press Felts for Papermaking market based
on the following parameters - company overview, production, value, price, gross margin,
product portfolio, geographical presence, and key developments. Key companies
covered as a part of this study include Albany International, AstenJohnson, Voith,
ANDRITZ, Valmet, Cristini, Feltri Marone, Ichikawa, NIPPON FELT, Wires & Fabriks,
etc.

This report also provides key insights about market drivers, restraints, opportunities,
new product launches or approvals.

Stakeholders would have ease in decision-making through various strategy matrices

used in analyzing the World Press Felts for Papermaking market

Detailed Segmentation:

Each section contains quantitative market data including market by value (US$
Millions), volume (production, consumption) & (Kilotons) and average price (US$/Ton)
by manufacturer, by Type, and by Application. Data is given for the years 2021-2032 by
year with 2025 as the base year, 2026 as the estimate year, and 2027-2032 as the
forecast year.

Global Press Felts for Papermaking Market, By Region:
United States
China
Europe
Japan

South Korea
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ASEAN
India

Rest of World

Market Segmentation

Global Press Felts for Papermaking Market, Segmentation by Type:
Woven Base
Nonwoven Base

Hybrid Base

Global Press Felts for Papermaking Market, Segmentation by Base
Layer Structure:

Single-layer
Double-layer

Multi-layer & Laminated

Global Press Felts for Papermaking Market, Segmentation by
Installation Type:

Endless

Seamed

Global Press Felts for Papermaking Market, Segmentation by
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Application:
Packaging Paper & Board
Printing & Writing Paper
Tissue
Specialty Paper

Other

Companies Profiled:
Albany International
AstenJohnson
Voith
ANDRITZ
Valmet
Cristini
Feltri Marone
Ichikawa
NIPPON FELT
Wires & Fabriks
Shri Dinesh Mills

Vanov Holdings
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Henan Sloong Fabrics

Jiangsu Jinni Engineering Textile

Key Questions Answered

1. How big is the global Press Felts for Papermaking market?

2. What is the demand of the global Press Felts for Papermaking market?

3. What is the year over year growth of the global Press Felts for Papermaking market?
4. What is the total value of the global Press Felts for Papermaking market?

5. Who are the Major Players in the global Press Felts for Papermaking market?

6. What are the growth factors driving the market demand?
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1 SUPPLY SUMMARY

1.1 Press Felts for Papermaking Introduction
1.2 World Press Felts for Papermaking Supply & Forecast
1.2.1 World Press Felts for Papermaking Production Value (2021 & 2025 & 2032)
1.2.2 World Press Felts for Papermaking Production (2021-2032)
1.2.3 World Press Felts for Papermaking Pricing Trends (2021-2032)
1.3 World Press Felts for Papermaking Production by Region (Based on Production
Site)
1.3.1 World Press Felts for Papermaking Production Value by Region (2021-2032)
1.3.2 World Press Felts for Papermaking Production by Region (2021-2032)
1.3.3 World Press Felts for Papermaking Average Price by Region (2021-2032)
1.3.4 North America Press Felts for Papermaking Production (2021-2032)
1.3.5 Europe Press Felts for Papermaking Production (2021-2032)
1.3.6 China Press Felts for Papermaking Production (2021-2032)
1.3.7 Japan Press Felts for Papermaking Production (2021-2032)
1.4 Market Drivers, Restraints and Trends
1.4.1 Press Felts for Papermaking Market Drivers
1.4.2 Factors Affecting Demand
1.4.3 Press Felts for Papermaking Major Market Trends

2 DEMAND SUMMARY

2.1 World Press Felts for Papermaking Demand (2021-2032)
2.2 World Press Felts for Papermaking Consumption by Region
2.2.1 World Press Felts for Papermaking Consumption by Region (2021-2026)
2.2.2 World Press Felts for Papermaking Consumption Forecast by Region
(2027-2032)
2.3 United States Press Felts for Papermaking Consumption (2021-2032)
2.4 China Press Felts for Papermaking Consumption (2021-2032)
2.5 Europe Press Felts for Papermaking Consumption (2021-2032)
2.6 Japan Press Felts for Papermaking Consumption (2021-2032)
2.7 South Korea Press Felts for Papermaking Consumption (2021-2032)
2.8 ASEAN Press Felts for Papermaking Consumption (2021-2032)
2.9 India Press Felts for Papermaking Consumption (2021-2032)

3 WORLD MANUFACTURERS COMPETITIVE ANALYSIS
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3.1 World Press Felts for Papermaking Production Value by Manufacturer (2021-2026)
3.2 World Press Felts for Papermaking Production by Manufacturer (2021-2026)
3.3 World Press Felts for Papermaking Average Price by Manufacturer (2021-2026)
3.4 Press Felts for Papermaking Company Evaluation Quadrant
3.5 Industry Rank and Concentration Rate (CR)

3.5.1 Global Press Felts for Papermaking Industry Rank of Major Manufacturers

3.5.2 Global Concentration Ratios (CR4) for Press Felts for Papermaking in 2025

3.5.3 Global Concentration Ratios (CR8) for Press Felts for Papermaking in 2025
3.6 Press Felts for Papermaking Market: Overall Company Footprint Analysis

3.6.1 Press Felts for Papermaking Market: Region Footprint

3.6.2 Press Felts for Papermaking Market: Company Product Type Footprint

3.6.3 Press Felts for Papermaking Market: Company Product Application Footprint
3.7 Competitive Environment

3.7.1 Historical Structure of the Industry

3.7.2 Barriers of Market Entry

3.7.3 Factors of Competition
3.8 New Entrant and Capacity Expansion Plans
3.9 Mergers, Acquisition, Agreements, and Collaborations

4 UNITED STATES VS CHINA VS REST OF THE WORLD

4.1 United States VS China: Press Felts for Papermaking Production Value Comparison
4.1.1 United States VS China: Press Felts for Papermaking Production Value
Comparison (2021 & 2025 & 2032)
4.1.2 United States VS China: Press Felts for Papermaking Production Value Market
Share Comparison (2021 & 2025 & 2032)
4.2 United States VS China: Press Felts for Papermaking Production Comparison
4.2.1 United States VS China: Press Felts for Papermaking Production Comparison
(2021 & 2025 & 2032)
4.2.2 United States VS China: Press Felts for Papermaking Production Market Share
Comparison (2021 & 2025 & 2032)
4.3 United States VS China: Press Felts for Papermaking Consumption Comparison
4.3.1 United States VS China: Press Felts for Papermaking Consumption Comparison
(2021 & 2025 & 2032)
4.3.2 United States VS China: Press Felts for Papermaking Consumption Market
Share Comparison (2021 & 2025 & 2032)
4.4 United States Based Press Felts for Papermaking Manufacturers and Market Share,
2021-2026
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4.4.1 United States Based Press Felts for Papermaking Manufacturers, Headquarters
and Production Site (States, Country)

4.4.2 United States Based Manufacturers Press Felts for Papermaking Production
Value (2021-2026)

4.4.3 United States Based Manufacturers Press Felts for Papermaking Production
(2021-2026)
4.5 China Based Press Felts for Papermaking Manufacturers and Market Share

4.5.1 China Based Press Felts for Papermaking Manufacturers, Headquarters and
Production Site (Province, Country)

4.5.2 China Based Manufacturers Press Felts for Papermaking Production Value
(2021-2026)

4.5.3 China Based Manufacturers Press Felts for Papermaking Production
(2021-2026)
4.6 Rest of World Based Press Felts for Papermaking Manufacturers and Market Share,
2021-2026

4.6.1 Rest of World Based Press Felts for Papermaking Manufacturers, Headquarters
and Production Site (State, Country)

4.6.2 Rest of World Based Manufacturers Press Felts for Papermaking Production
Value (2021-2026)

4.6.3 Rest of World Based Manufacturers Press Felts for Papermaking Production
(2021-2026)

5 MARKET ANALYSIS BY TYPE

5.1 World Press Felts for Papermaking Market Size Overview by Type: 2021 VS 2025
VS 2032
5.2 Segment Introduction by Type
5.2.1 Woven Base
5.2.2 Nonwoven Base
5.2.3 Hybrid Base
5.3 Market Segment by Type
5.3.1 World Press Felts for Papermaking Production by Type (2021-2032)
5.3.2 World Press Felts for Papermaking Production Value by Type (2021-2032)
5.3.3 World Press Felts for Papermaking Average Price by Type (2021-2032)

6 MARKET ANALYSIS BY BASE LAYER STRUCTURE

6.1 World Press Felts for Papermaking Market Size Overview by Base Layer Structure:
2021 VS 2025 VS 2032
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6.2 Segment Introduction by Base Layer Structure

6.2.1 Single-layer

6.2.2 Double-layer

6.2.3 Multi-layer & Laminated
6.3 Market Segment by Base Layer Structure

6.3.1 World Press Felts for Papermaking Production by Base Layer Structure
(2021-2032)

6.3.2 World Press Felts for Papermaking Production Value by Base Layer Structure
(2021-2032)

6.3.3 World Press Felts for Papermaking Average Price by Base Layer Structure
(2021-2032)

7 MARKET ANALYSIS BY INSTALLATION TYPE

7.1 World Press Felts for Papermaking Market Size Overview by Installation Type: 2021
VS 2025 VS 2032
7.2 Segment Introduction by Installation Type
7.2.1 Endless
7.2.2 Seamed
7.3 Market Segment by Installation Type
7.3.1 World Press Felts for Papermaking Production by Installation Type (2021-2032)
7.3.2 World Press Felts for Papermaking Production Value by Installation Type
(2021-2032)
7.3.3 World Press Felts for Papermaking Average Price by Installation Type
(2021-2032)

8 MARKET ANALYSIS BY APPLICATION

8.1 World Press Felts for Papermaking Market Size Overview by Application: 2021 VS
2025 VS 2032
8.2 Segment Introduction by Application
8.2.1 Packaging Paper & Board
8.2.2 Printing & Writing Paper
8.2.3 Tissue
8.2.4 Specialty Paper
8.2.5 Other
8.3 Market Segment by Application
8.3.1 World Press Felts for Papermaking Production by Application (2021-2032)
8.3.2 World Press Felts for Papermaking Production Value by Application (2021-2032)
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8.3.3 World Press Felts for Papermaking Average Price by Application (2021-2032)
9 COMPANY PROFILES

9.1 Albany International

9.1.1 Albany International Details

9.1.2 Albany International Major Business

9.1.3 Albany International Press Felts for Papermaking Product and Services

9.1.4 Albany International Press Felts for Papermaking Production, Price, Value,
Gross Margin and Market Share (2021-2026)

9.1.5 Albany International Recent Developments/Updates

9.1.6 Albany International Competitive Strengths & Weaknesses
9.2 AstenJohnson

9.2.1 AstenJohnson Details

9.2.2 AstenJohnson Major Business

9.2.3 AstenJohnson Press Felts for Papermaking Product and Services

9.2.4 AstenJohnson Press Felts for Papermaking Production, Price, Value, Gross
Margin and Market Share (2021-2026)

9.2.5 AstenJohnson Recent Developments/Updates

9.2.6 AstenJohnson Competitive Strengths & Weaknesses
9.3 Voith

9.3.1 Voith Details

9.3.2 Voith Major Business

9.3.3 Voith Press Felts for Papermaking Product and Services

9.3.4 Voith Press Felts for Papermaking Production, Price, Value, Gross Margin and
Market Share (2021-2026)

9.3.5 Voith Recent Developments/Updates

9.3.6 Voith Competitive Strengths & Weaknesses
9.4 ANDRITZ

9.4.1 ANDRITZ Details

9.4.2 ANDRITZ Major Business

9.4.3 ANDRITZ Press Felts for Papermaking Product and Services

9.4.4 ANDRITZ Press Felts for Papermaking Production, Price, Value, Gross Margin
and Market Share (2021-2026)

9.4.5 ANDRITZ Recent Developments/Updates

9.4.6 ANDRITZ Competitive Strengths & Weaknesses
9.5 Valmet

9.5.1 Valmet Details

9.5.2 Valmet Major Business
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9.5.3 Valmet Press Felts for Papermaking Product and Services

9.5.4 Valmet Press Felts for Papermaking Production, Price, Value, Gross Margin and
Market Share (2021-2026)

9.5.5 Valmet Recent Developments/Updates

9.5.6 Valmet Competitive Strengths & Weaknesses
9.6 Cristini

9.6.1 Cristini Details

9.6.2 Cristini Major Business

9.6.3 Cristini Press Felts for Papermaking Product and Services

9.6.4 Cristini Press Felts for Papermaking Production, Price, Value, Gross Margin and
Market Share (2021-2026)

9.6.5 Cristini Recent Developments/Updates

9.6.6 Cristini Competitive Strengths & Weaknesses
9.7 Feltri Marone

9.7.1 Feltri Marone Details

9.7.2 Feltri Marone Major Business

9.7.3 Feltri Marone Press Felts for Papermaking Product and Services

9.7.4 Feltri Marone Press Felts for Papermaking Production, Price, Value, Gross
Margin and Market Share (2021-2026)

9.7.5 Feltri Marone Recent Developments/Updates

9.7.6 Feltri Marone Competitive Strengths & Weaknesses
9.8 Ichikawa

9.8.1 Ichikawa Details

9.8.2 Ichikawa Major Business

9.8.3 Ichikawa Press Felts for Papermaking Product and Services

9.8.4 Ichikawa Press Felts for Papermaking Production, Price, Value, Gross Margin
and Market Share (2021-2026)
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