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Abstracts

The global Passive Manual Wheelchair market size is expected to reach $ 5168 million

by 2032, rising at a market growth of 5.3% CAGR during the forecast period

(2026-2032).

A passive manual wheelchair is a type of manual wheelchair specifically designed to be

propelled from behind by a caregiver, as the user cannot independently drive the chair.

Its core characteristic is the absence of large hand rims; the rear wheels are typically

smaller in diameter to reduce pushing resistance and facilitate caregiver operation.

According to the classification system in the national standard GB/Z 13800-2021

'Manual Wheelchairs,' caregiver-propelled manual wheelchairs are explicitly designated

as a distinct category, mutually exclusive from self-propelled wheelchairs driven by

hand rims, levers, single-arm drives, or foot propulsion. In terms of product form, these

wheelchairs commonly feature lightweight aluminum alloy frames, foldable structures for

easy transport and storage, and adjustable seat and backrest angles to accommodate

position changes for long-term users. Some models are equipped with rear auxiliary

swivel casters to enable lateral movement in confined spaces. Clinically, passive

manual wheelchairs are primarily intended for users who are unable to self-propel due

to age-related frailty, upper limb dysfunction, or severe disability. Their functional value

extends beyond mobility assistance to encompass postural management, transfer

assistance, and caregiver burden reduction. Currently, as global aging accelerates and

long-term care systems mature, this product is evolving from a simple mobility aid into a

foundational configuration device for institutional and home-based care.

Market Development Opportunities and Key Drivers

The long-term care needs of approximately 44 million disabled and semi-disabled
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elderly individuals in China continue to be released, with this group's reliance on

passive manual wheelchairs far exceeding that of the general elderly population. In

February 2026, Fujian Province and multiple other regions introduced supportive

policies for the rehabilitation assistive device industry, explicitly including passive

manual wheelchairs in the assistive device catalogs for persons with disabilities and

workers' compensation insurance, while encouraging the establishment of rental points

in elderly care institutions and medical facilities. Products are iterating toward

lightweight and human-centric designs, with aluminum alloy frames reducing overall

weight, linked backrest and seat adjustments facilitating transfers, and rear swivel

casters enabling easy maneuvering in tight spaces. The China National Democratic

Construction Association recommended in 2019 that elderly care assistive devices be

included in medical insurance coverage, and multiple regions are exploring payment

mechanisms for assistive devices under long-term care insurance.

Market Challenges and Risks

Feedback from frontline caregivers indicates that details such as whether footrests can

be automatically folded, the range of backrest height adjustment, and the presence of

cup holder interfaces on armrests directly impact caregiving efficiency and user comfort.

As a Class I medical device, manual wheelchairs require registration with the National

Medical Products Administration. Adding new functions or adopting new technologies

necessitates reapplication or even supplementary clinical trials, significantly extending

iteration cycles and driving up end-user prices. The elderly consumer market exhibits

significant information asymmetry, with a disconnect between companies' innovative

products and the ability of elderly individuals and their families to make appropriate

choices. Compared with developed countries that offer over 30,000 categories of elderly

care assistive devices, China currently has only around 2,000 categories, indicating a

considerable gap in product variety and sophistication.

Downstream Demand Trends

In April 2025, Shanghai Jiekaiyang Medical Equipment Co., Ltd. donated Karma

aluminum alloy manual wheelchair model SM-100.5 to elderly care institutions in

Songjiang District, reflecting the institutional procurement demand for 'technology-

enabled elderly care.' The expansion of long-term care insurance pilot programs is

enhancing family caregivers' awareness and acceptance of professional passive

manual wheelchairs. Passive manual wheelchairs, together with smart nursing beds,

patient lifts, and other equipment, form a product matrix serving the round-the-clock

care needs of disabled elderly individuals. The Guangzhou-Foshan Silver Age
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Experience Officer event in December 2025 demonstrated that lightweight, foldable

wheelchairs that can be easily placed in car trunks have become essential equipment

for medical appointments and community activities. In rehabilitation hospitals and

nursing homes, passive manual wheelchairs with posture adjustment capabilities have

become standard equipment for discharge rehabilitation assessments.

Regional Trends

North America, leveraging its mature long-term care insurance system and high

penetration of home-based care services, is transitioning its sales model for passive

manual wheelchairs from 'one-time purchase' to 'long-term rental with periodic

replacement,' characterized by high product standardization and strong brand

recognition among users. Europe maintains traditional advantages in precision

manufacturing and ergonomic design, with passive manual wheelchair products from

Germany, Sweden, and other countries continuously advancing details such as

backrest adjustment and seat pressure distribution, serving professional care

institutions with a high-end positioning. In the Asia-Pacific region, China is emerging as

the most dynamic growth area for passive manual wheelchairs. Supportive policies for

the rehabilitation assistive device industry introduced in multiple regions in 2026

explicitly encourage the establishment of assistive device rental points in elderly care

institutions and medical facilities. Foshan, Guangdong Province, has become a core

hub for the wheelchair industry, accounting for 70% of national export share, with

companies like Kaiyang offering over 1,000 product varieties. The adoption rate of

passive manual wheelchairs in elderly care institutions and community care facilities in

first-tier cities such as Shanghai and Guangzhou continues to rise, with companies

expanding institutional client relationships through 'hardware donation plus soft-service'

models. Japanese brand Matsunaga Healthcare, leveraging its localized production

base, continues to introduce human-centric design products tailored to Asian body

types into the Chinese market.

This report studies the global Passive Manual Wheelchair production, demand, key

manufacturers, and key regions.

This report is a detailed and comprehensive analysis of the world market for Passive

Manual Wheelchair and provides market size (US$ million) and Year-over-Year (YoY)

Growth, considering 2025 as the base year. This report explores demand trends and

competition, as well as details the characteristics of Passive Manual Wheelchair that

contribute to its increasing demand across many markets.
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Highlights and key features of the study

Global Passive Manual Wheelchair total production and demand, 2021-2032, (Units)

Global Passive Manual Wheelchair total production value, 2021-2032, (USD Million)

Global Passive Manual Wheelchair production by region & country, production, value,

CAGR, 2021-2032, (USD Million) & (Units), (based on production site)

Global Passive Manual Wheelchair consumption by region & country, CAGR,

2021-2032 & (Units)

U.S. VS China: Passive Manual Wheelchair domestic production, consumption, key

domestic manufacturers and share

Global Passive Manual Wheelchair production by manufacturer, production, price, value

and market share 2021-2026, (USD Million) & (Units)

Global Passive Manual Wheelchair production by Type, production, value, CAGR,

2021-2032, (USD Million) & (Units)

Global Passive Manual Wheelchair production by Application, production, value, CAGR,

2021-2032, (USD Million) & (Units)

This report profiles key players in the global Passive Manual Wheelchair market based

on the following parameters - company overview, production, value, price, gross margin,

product portfolio, geographical presence, and key developments. Key companies

covered as a part of this study include Invacare, Sunrise Medical, Ottobock, Karma,

MEYRA, Karman Healthcare, GF Health Products, Drive DeVilbiss, Bischoff & Bischoff,

Topmedi, etc.

This report also provides key insights about market drivers, restraints, opportunities,

new product launches or approvals.

Stakeholders would have ease in decision-making through various strategy matrices

used in analyzing the World Passive Manual Wheelchair market

Detailed Segmentation:

Each section contains quantitative market data including market by value (US$

Millions), volume (production, consumption) & (Units) and average price (USD/Unit) by

manufacturer, by Type, and by Application. Data is given for the years 2021-2032 by

year with 2025 as the base year, 2026 as the estimate year, and 2027-2032 as the

forecast year.

Global Passive Manual Wheelchair Market, By Region:
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United States

China

Europe

Japan

South Korea

ASEAN

India

Rest of World

Global Passive Manual Wheelchair Market, Segmentation by Type:

Steel Frame

Aluminum Alloy Frame

Magnesium Alloy Frame

Carbon Fiber Frame

Global Passive Manual Wheelchair Market, Segmentation by Foldability:

Folding Wheelchairs

Rigid Frame Wheelchairs

Global Passive Manual Wheelchair Market, Segmentation by Backrest Adjustment:

Fixed Backrest
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Reclining Backrest

Global Passive Manual Wheelchair Market, Segmentation by Positioning Function:

Standard Positioning

Tilt in Space

Global Passive Manual Wheelchair Market, Segmentation by Application:

Care Facilities

Household

Hospital

Others

Companies Profiled:

Invacare

Sunrise Medical

Ottobock

Karma

MEYRA

Karman Healthcare

GF Health Products

Drive DeVilbiss
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Bischoff & Bischoff

Topmedi

????

????

Key Questions Answered:

1. How big is the global Passive Manual Wheelchair market?

2. What is the demand of the global Passive Manual Wheelchair market?

3. What is the year over year growth of the global Passive Manual Wheelchair market?

4. What is the production and production value of the global Passive Manual Wheelchair

market?

5. Who are the key producers in the global Passive Manual Wheelchair market?

6. What are the growth factors driving the market demand?
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