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Abstracts

The global Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid market size is expected to reach $ 69.25

million by 2032, rising at a market growth of 5.1% CAGR during the forecast period

(2026-2032).

Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid (also known as hydroacetic acid) is the smallest and

most widely utilized alpha-hydroxy acid (AHA) in the personal care industry.

Characterized by its ultra-high purity and minimal trace impurities, this specialized grade

is strictly refined to comply with global cosmetic safety and regulatory standards. Due to

its low molecular weight, it penetrates the skin efficiently to dissolve intercellular bonds,

accelerating cellular turnover. It serves as a benchmark active ingredient in anti-aging,

exfoliating, and brightening formulations, heavily leveraged across clinical skincare and

premium consumer cosmetic markets.

Key Findings

Global Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid production reached approximately 8,900

tons in 2025

The average selling price reached approximately US$5,407 per ton in 2025

Approximately 70% aqueous solution remains the mainstream liquid form, while ?99%

crystalline grades address high-purity and low-water formulations

Demand is concentrated in facial skincare, while body care and scalp and hair
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applications are expanding the addressable formulation base

Market Trends

The market is moving from conventional concentration-based competition toward higher

purity, tighter impurity control and application-specific formulation performance. Leading

product platforms increasingly emphasize low residual formaldehyde, dichloroacetic

acid or other process-related impurities, low color and consistent active content,

reflecting rising requirements from premium skincare and clean-beauty formulations. At

the same time, ?99% crystalline glycolic acid is gaining strategic importance for

powders, concentrated products and anhydrous systems, while optimized 70% solutions

remain the preferred form for mainstream liquid formulations. Another emerging

direction is bio-based glycolic acid: commercially available cosmetic-grade bio-based

70% products have begun obtaining certifications supporting natural, organic and

biobased positioning. Hair and scalp applications are also expanding beyond glycolic

acid’s traditional facial exfoliation role, supported by its interaction with hair keratin and

its use in scalp serums, clarifying shampoos and conditioning treatments.

Market Dynamics

Drivers

Demand is supported by the established position of glycolic acid within the AHA

category and by continued consumer interest in exfoliation, skin texture improvement,

brightening and anti-aging routines. Its small molecular size and water solubility make it

highly adaptable to serums, toners, creams, peels and body-care systems. Broader use

in scalp and hair care is creating an additional demand layer, while premium skincare

brands increasingly require high-purity ingredients with controlled impurity profiles and

stable batch-to-batch quality.

Restraints

The principal constraint is the formulation balance between efficacy and irritation.

Glycolic acid performance depends strongly on concentration, final formulation pH and

exposure conditions, limiting unrestricted increases in active concentration. FDA

information notes that AHA-containing cosmetics may increase skin sensitivity to

ultraviolet radiation, creating additional requirements for consumer instructions, sun-
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protection communication and responsible formulation. These factors increase technical

and regulatory requirements for downstream formulators and favor suppliers capable of

providing consistent purity and documentation.

Opportunities

Growth opportunities are shifting toward ultra-low-impurity cosmetic grades, bio-based

feedstocks, anhydrous formulations and specialized scalp and hair products. Products

designed around cleaner impurity profiles can better address premium skincare,

sensitive-skin positioning and increasingly demanding brand specifications. Bio-based

glycolic acid also creates differentiation for natural and sustainable cosmetic concepts,

while ?99% crystalline grades provide formulation flexibility for solid, powder and low-

water products that cannot be efficiently served by conventional aqueous solutions.

Challenges

Production quality is becoming a stronger competitive threshold because cosmetic

customers increasingly evaluate not only nominal glycolic acid concentration but also

trace impurities, color, odor, stability and documentation consistency. Differences in

synthesis and purification processes can produce materially different impurity profiles.

Producers must therefore balance manufacturing cost with increasingly stringent

purification requirements. At the downstream level, formulators also face challenges

associated with irritation management, pH control, compatibility with other actives and

market-specific labeling or safety requirements.

Industry Chain Analysis

The upstream chain primarily involves chemical feedstocks used in glycolic acid

synthesis, process chemicals, purified water and packaging materials. Midstream

production includes synthesis, purification, concentration, crystallization where

applicable, impurity control and quality testing. Cosmetic-grade value creation is

concentrated in purification technology and consistent control of trace contaminants

rather than in basic acid production alone. The downstream chain consists of cosmetic

ingredient distributors, formulation companies, contract manufacturers, skincare and

personal-care brands, professional treatment channels and finished-product retailers.

Higher-value suppliers increasingly combine chemical production with technical

documentation, formulation support, application testing and globally compliant supply

+357 96 030922
info@marketpublishers.com

Global Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid Supply, Demand and Key Producers, 2026-2032

https://marketpublishers.com/report/organic_acids/global-cosmetic-grade-glycolic-acid-supply-gir.html


capabilities, allowing cosmetic-grade glycolic acid to command a substantial premium

over general industrial grades.

Segment Insights

By product form and concentration, the market is principally divided between

approximately 70% aqueous glycolic acid and ?99% high-purity crystalline or powder

glycolic acid. The 70% solution category has the broadest formulation compatibility and

is suited to creams, lotions, toners, liquid serums, body-care products and hair-care

systems. ?99% products serve more specialized applications where formulators require

reduced added water, precise concentration adjustment or solid-format processing.

Within both segments, competition is increasingly shifting toward impurity profile rather

than concentration alone, creating further differentiation between standard high-purity,

ultra-low-impurity and bio-based cosmetic grades.

Downstream Market Opportunities

Facial skincare remains the most established demand center, particularly exfoliating

toners, serums, anti-aging treatments, resurfacing products and professional peels.

Body care offers additional opportunities in exfoliating lotions, body resurfacing and

rough-skin treatments, while scalp and hair care is developing into a meaningful

adjacent application through scalp serums, clarifying shampoos, conditioning treatments

and products targeting chemically or thermally stressed hair. The expansion from facial

exfoliation into broader skin, body and hair applications improves the long-term demand

diversity of cosmetic-grade glycolic acid.

Regional Insights

North America and Europe represent important premium cosmetic-grade markets where

impurity control, product documentation, formulation safety and regulatory compliance

are major purchasing criteria. These markets also support higher-value applications in

dermatologist-inspired skincare, professional treatments and premium active

formulations. Europe has an established local glycolic-acid production base, while North

America benefits from dedicated high-purity manufacturing and strong AHA formulation

activity.

Asia-Pacific combines an expanding cosmetic manufacturing base with significant

upstream chemical production capability. China is important in cost-competitive glycolic
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acid supply, while India is developing higher-purity and bio-based alternatives. Japan

and South Korea provide additional demand potential through active skincare and scalp-

care product innovation. Regional competition is therefore increasingly defined by the

combination of cost, purity, certification, supply reliability and application support rather

than production scale alone.

Competitive Landscape Analysis

The competitive landscape combines dedicated high-purity glycolic acid producers with

broader specialty chemical and cosmetic ingredient suppliers. PureTech Scientific has

developed a differentiated cosmetic portfolio covering 70% high-purity solutions, ultra-

purified grades and ?99% crystalline glycolic acid, supported by dedicated continuous

production. CABB Group competes through its GLYCOS Clear 70 platform with

emphasis on cosmetic-grade purity and controlled process-related impurities, while

CrossChem offers both 70% aqueous and 99% crystalline cosmetic grades. Avid

Organics is strengthening differentiation through conventional and bio-based cosmetic-

grade 70% glycolic acid. Taixing Waterer Chemical, Shanghai Sunwise Chemical and

Shandong Runtai Chemical Technology represent the China-based supply side, where

regional availability, specification flexibility and manufacturing economics are important

competitive factors. Competition is increasingly shifting from basic concentration and

price toward impurity control, batch consistency, cosmetic compliance, formulation

support and the ability to supply differentiated grades for premium applications.

Report Scope

This report studies the global Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid production, demand, key

manufacturers, and key regions.

This report is a detailed and comprehensive analysis of the world market for Cosmetic

Grade Glycolic Acid and provides market size (US$ million) and Year-over-Year (YoY)

Growth, considering 2025 as the base year. This report explores demand trends and

competition, as well as details the characteristics of Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid that

contribute to its increasing demand across many markets.

Highlights and key features of the study
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Global Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid total production and demand, 2021-2032,

(Tons)

Global Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid total production value, 2021-2032, (USD

Million)

Global Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid production by region & country,

production, value, CAGR, 2021-2032, (USD Million) & (Tons), (based on

production site)

Global Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid consumption by region & country, CAGR,

2021-2032 & (Tons)

U.S. VS China: Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid domestic production,

consumption, key domestic manufacturers and share

Global Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid production by manufacturer, production,

price, value and market share 2021-2026, (USD Million) & (Tons)

Global Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid production by Type, production, value,

CAGR, 2021-2032, (USD Million) & (Tons)

Global Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid production by Application, production,

value, CAGR, 2021-2032, (USD Million) & (Tons)

This report profiles key players in the global Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid market

based on the following parameters - company overview, production, value, price, gross

margin, product portfolio, geographical presence, and key developments. Key

companies covered as a part of this study include PureTech Scientific, CABB Group,

CrossChem, Taixing Waterer Chemical, Avid Organics, Shanghai Sunwise Chemical,

Shandong Runtai Chemical Technology, etc.

This report also provides key insights about market drivers, restraints, opportunities,

new product launches or approvals.

Stakeholders would have ease in decision-making through various strategy matrices

used in analyzing the World Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid market
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Detailed Segmentation:

Each section contains quantitative market data including market by value (US$

Millions), volume (production, consumption) & (Tons) and average price (US$/Ton) by

manufacturer, by Type, and by Application. Data is given for the years 2021-2032 by

year with 2025 as the base year, 2026 as the estimate year, and 2027-2032 as the

forecast year.

Global Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid Market, By Region:

United States

China

Europe

Japan

South Korea

ASEAN

India

Rest of World

Market Segmentation

Global Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid Market, Segmentation by Type:

Content ?70%

Content ?99%
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Global Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid Market, Segmentation by

Product Form:

Powder

Liquid

Global Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid Market, Segmentation by Sales

Channel:

Direct Sales

Distribution

Global Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid Market, Segmentation by

Application:

Facial Skincare

Body Care

Scalp & Hair Care

Companies Profiled:

PureTech Scientific

CABB Group

CrossChem

Taixing Waterer Chemical

Avid Organics
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Shanghai Sunwise Chemical

Shandong Runtai Chemical Technology

Key Questions Answered

1. How big is the global Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid market?

2. What is the demand of the global Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid market?

3. What is the year over year growth of the global Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid

market?

4. What is the total value of the global Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid market?

5. Who are the Major Players in the global Cosmetic Grade Glycolic Acid market?

6. What are the growth factors driving the market demand?
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