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Abstracts

The global Central Impression Flexographic Printing Press market size is expected to

reach $ 1308 million by 2032, rising at a market growth of 5.6% CAGR during the

forecast period (2026-2032).

Central Impression Flexographic Printing Press refers to a roll-to-roll flexographic

printing system in which multiple printing decks are arranged around one large, high-

precision central impression cylinder. The substrate remains supported on the common

cylinder while passing sequentially through each color station, limiting web elongation

and inter-color displacement and enabling stable registration on thin, flexible or

extensible materials. The equipment typically integrates unwinding and rewinding units,

web tension and edge-position controls, the central impression cylinder, plate and anilox

sleeves, chambered doctor-blade ink systems, inter-color and final drying sections,

servo drives, register and impression controls, web inspection and production-

management functions. Commercial configurations primarily cover four to twelve colors,

effective printing widths of approximately 800–1,700 millimeters and operating speeds

ranging from medium-speed production to high-end platforms reaching 800 meters per

minute. This study focuses on complete Central Impression Flexographic Printing Press

systems used for printing plastic films, paper, aluminum foil, laminated webs,

nonwovens and other flexible substrates for packaging and related converting

applications.

In 2025, global central impression flexographic printing press production reached

approximately 5431 units, the average price is 160 k usd/unit.

Market Trends
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The development of the Central Impression Flexographic Printing Press market is

shifting from higher nominal speed toward greater usable productivity across shorter

and more varied production runs. Full-servo gearless drives, automatic impression and

register setting, robotic sleeve handling, automated ink washing, closed-loop quality

inspection and predictive maintenance are reducing dependence on highly experienced

operators while shortening setup time. Extended color gamut workflows are also gaining

relevance because they reduce spot-color changes, ink inventory and washing

requirements across diversified packaging portfolios. Sustainability is reshaping press

specifications through more energy-efficient drying, heat recovery, lower-solvent

operation, water-based and UV LED ink compatibility, and improved control of thin

recyclable mono-material films. Consequently, customers increasingly evaluate

equipment by total waste generated per changeover, stable output at production speed,

energy consumed per printed area and digital connectivity rather than maximum

mechanical speed alone. High-end systems already combine automated preparation,

rapid web threading and integrated production data, establishing a longer-term

transition toward increasingly autonomous printing operations.

Market Dynamics

Drivers

Demand is supported by the continuing requirement for high-quality flexible packaging

across food, beverages, household products, personal care, pharmaceuticals and

industrial goods. Brand owners are increasing the number of package formats,

promotional variations and regional designs, requiring converters to process more jobs

with shorter lead times without sacrificing color consistency. The central impression

structure remains particularly valuable for thin films because continuous support on a

common cylinder improves web stability and multicolor registration. Replacement

investment is also driven by the need to reduce startup substrate, ink consumption,

cleaning time, labor input and energy costs. Converters operating older mechanically

driven presses can achieve meaningful productivity improvements by adopting servo

control, automated setting and higher-efficiency drying. Capacity expansion in

developing packaging markets adds another source of demand, particularly where local

converters are moving from basic stack presses or outsourced printing toward

integrated, higher-quality flexible packaging production.

Restraints

Market expansion is constrained by high initial equipment expenditure and the
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additional investment required for foundations, ventilation, solvent handling, thermal

systems, electrical infrastructure, plate and sleeve inventories and operator training. A

new press may also require changes to prepress, ink management, quality-control and

downstream converting processes before its full productivity can be realized. Purchase

decisions therefore depend on press utilization, job mix, substrate costs and the

converter’s ability to secure sufficient recurring orders. Smaller printing companies may

favor used machinery, lower-speed regional equipment or incremental retrofits rather

than complete replacement. Energy prices, financing costs and uncertain packaging

demand can lengthen investment payback periods. Water-based printing and recyclable

thin-film applications also require coordinated development of ink, drying, surface

treatment and substrate performance, meaning that a press upgrade alone does not

automatically deliver the expected environmental or commercial result.

Opportunities

The most attractive opportunities lie in equipment that combines lower operating waste

with flexibility across conventional and emerging substrates. Presses optimized for

recyclable polyethylene structures, thin downgauged films, paper-based flexible

packaging and water-based inks can benefit from packaging redesign and circularity

initiatives. There is also considerable potential in modular automation packages that

allow converters to add automatic register, inspection, viscosity control, energy

monitoring and remote diagnostics without immediately replacing the full press.

Extended color gamut and standardized color workflows create opportunities to serve

short-run and multi-SKU production more economically. In emerging markets, localized

manufacturing, financing, technical training and faster spare-parts support can expand

access to CI technology among medium-sized converters. Over the longer term,

integration between flexographic, digital and downstream converting processes may

create hybrid production environments in which Central Impression Flexographic

Printing Press systems remain the high-volume production platform while digital units

handle variable information and highly fragmented orders.

Challenges

The industry must balance increasingly complex performance targets: higher speed,

lower energy use, shorter setup, thinner substrates, wider ink compatibility and

consistent quality across operators. Maintaining register and drying stability at high

output remains technically demanding, particularly for stretchable films, heavy ink

coverage and high-barrier structures. Suppliers must also support customers across

long equipment lifecycles, making local service engineers, software maintenance,

remote diagnostics and spare-parts continuity critical competitive requirements. At the
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customer level, shortages of skilled printers can increase reliance on automation, but

excessive system complexity may create new maintenance and integration risks.

Regulatory requirements for solvents, emissions, food-contact packaging and

recyclability differ by market and can alter equipment specifications. CI flexography

must additionally compete with gravure in long, quality-sensitive runs and with digital

printing in highly fragmented short runs, requiring manufacturers to continuously

improve total production economics rather than print quality alone.

Industry Chain Analysis

The upstream industry chain combines heavy precision machinery with specialized

printing and automation technologies. Key inputs include structural steel and castings,

the large central impression cylinder, precision bearings, plate and anilox sleeves,

ceramic anilox surfaces, chambered doctor-blade systems, servo motors, drives, PLC

and motion-control platforms, tension sensors, web-guiding systems, cameras, drying

equipment, heat exchangers and explosion-protection components. The central

impression cylinder, printing decks, servo architecture and drying system are among the

most technically and economically important modules because they determine register

stability, usable speed, material compatibility and energy consumption. Ink, plates,

mounting tapes, sleeves, doctor blades and cleaning materials form a recurring

consumables ecosystem linked to the installed equipment base.

Midstream value is created through mechanical design, precision manufacturing,

software development, system integration, assembly, print testing, installation and

lifecycle service. Premium pricing is generally associated with stable high-speed

production, automated setup, low startup waste, fast changeovers and dependable

global support rather than mechanical specifications alone. Downstream customers are

flexible packaging converters, film and paper processors, bag manufacturers, label and

sleeve producers, hygiene-material converters and integrated packaging groups.

Printed reels normally proceed to lamination, curing, inspection, slitting and bag making

before reaching brand owners. Equipment suppliers therefore gain additional value

through process consulting, training, remote service, spare parts, modernization and

integration with prepress and downstream converting systems.

Segment Insights

By color configuration, eight-color presses represent the broad commercial base

because they balance standard process-color printing, white or coating stations and

investment cost. Ten-color systems are more prominent among converters requiring

extended color gamut, double-white applications, special coatings or greater job
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flexibility. Four- and six-color machines remain relevant in less complex packaging,

paper, bag and regional applications, while systems above ten colors address

specialized production rather than the mainstream market. By width, the principal

commercial segment is concentrated in medium- and wide-web platforms serving

flexible packaging, whereas narrower machines are more exposed to labels and

specialty webs and ultra-wide equipment is generally associated with industrial sacks,

paper, nonwovens or preprint applications.

By technology, full-servo gearless presses are the principal upgrade direction in

medium- and high-end installations because they improve synchronization, repeatability

and job-change efficiency. Mechanically driven and simpler servo-assisted machines

retain demand where acquisition cost and ease of maintenance outweigh maximum

automation. The fastest product development is occurring in automated setup, closed-

loop inspection, extended color gamut, energy-efficient drying and connected

production management. High-end machines can operate at 600–800 meters per

minute, while mainstream investment decisions increasingly favor stable commercial

production at lower speeds with reduced waste and faster preparation.

Downstream Market Opportunities

Flexible food packaging remains the central downstream opportunity because it

combines high printed-area demand, frequent design changes and strict requirements

for registration, color repeatability and production hygiene. Household and personal-

care packaging offers similar demand for high graphic quality and multi-SKU flexibility,

while pharmaceutical and medical packaging supports applications requiring traceability

and process consistency. Growth opportunities are also emerging in recyclable mono-

material pouches, lightweight paper structures, pet-food packaging, shrink applications,

hygiene backsheet films, breathable films and industrial sacks. Customer purchasing

criteria differ by application: high-volume converters prioritize uptime and speed, short-

run specialists emphasize changeover waste and automation, and sustainability-led

projects focus on water-based inks, energy-efficient drying and stable processing of

thinner or recyclable substrates. This diversity favors configurable equipment platforms

rather than a single universal press specification.

Regional Insights

This report assesses Asia-Pacific as the largest and most dynamic demand base for

Central Impression Flexographic Printing Press systems, supported by its concentration

of flexible packaging manufacturing, consumer-product production and expanding

regional converting capacity. China, India, Southeast Asia, Japan and South Korea
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represent different opportunity profiles: China and India combine local equipment supply

with capacity expansion, Southeast Asia attracts new packaging investment, and Japan

and South Korea emphasize precision, automation and specialized substrates. Regional

suppliers generally compete through price, customization and local service, while

imported European equipment remains important in high-output plants serving

multinational brand owners.

Europe is the principal technology and premium equipment supply center, with a dense

base of established CI press manufacturers and strong demand for automation, energy

efficiency, solvent reduction and recyclable packaging compatibility. North America is a

mature replacement and modernization market where uptime, service coverage, labor

reduction and integration with existing converting assets are central purchasing factors.

Latin America, the Middle East and Africa represent smaller but meaningful

opportunities, particularly where local flexible packaging production replaces imports.

Growth in these markets is closely linked to financing availability, technical support and

the ability to operate equipment reliably with regional substrates, inks and maintenance

resources.

Competitive Landscape Analysis

The competitive landscape is differentiated by performance level, application focus and

geographic service capability rather than a single standardized machine category.

BOBST, Windm?ller & H?lscher, UTECO, Comexi and Koenig & Bauer compete

primarily in high-productivity and highly automated wide-web installations, where

process stability, waste reduction, digital workflow and global lifecycle support justify

premium positioning. SOMA Engineering, BFM, Allstein, Expert and Flexofem address

professional converters through specialized engineering, configurable platforms and

comparatively focused organizational structures, while Sobu Machinery and Taiyo Kikai

serve Japanese and application-specific requirements. PCMC has a strong position in

North American converting and specialized CI applications, and Mark Andy participates

mainly through narrower central-impression platforms. KYMC, Lohia Corp Limited,

EKOFA, UFlex Limited and Echaar Equipments expand competition through regional

manufacturing, customized specifications and lower acquisition costs. Competitive

advantage increasingly depends on demonstrated customer productivity, local service

response, automation software and application testing. The market therefore combines

a concentrated high-end technology tier with a broader group of regional and specialist

suppliers, without supporting a uniform global ranking across all widths, substrates and

production requirements.
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Report Scope

This report studies the global Central Impression Flexographic Printing Press

production, demand, key manufacturers, and key regions.

This report is a detailed and comprehensive analysis of the world market for Central

Impression Flexographic Printing Press and provides market size (US$ million) and

Year-over-Year (YoY) Growth, considering 2025 as the base year. This report explores

demand trends and competition, as well as details the characteristics of Central

Impression Flexographic Printing Press that contribute to its increasing demand across

many markets.

Highlights and key features of the study

Global Central Impression Flexographic Printing Press total production and

demand, 2021-2032, (K Units)

Global Central Impression Flexographic Printing Press total production value,

2021-2032, (USD Million)

Global Central Impression Flexographic Printing Press production by region &

country, production, value, CAGR, 2021-2032, (USD Million) & (K Units), (based

on production site)

Global Central Impression Flexographic Printing Press consumption by region &

country, CAGR, 2021-2032 & (K Units)

U.S. VS China: Central Impression Flexographic Printing Press domestic

production, consumption, key domestic manufacturers and share

Global Central Impression Flexographic Printing Press production by

manufacturer, production, price, value and market share 2021-2026, (USD

Million) & (K Units)

Global Central Impression Flexographic Printing Press production by Color

Number, production, value, CAGR, 2021-2032, (USD Million) & (K Units)

Global Central Impression Flexographic Printing Press production by
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Application, production, value, CAGR, 2021-2032, (USD Million) & (K Units)

This report profiles key players in the global Central Impression Flexographic Printing

Press market based on the following parameters - company overview, production,

value, price, gross margin, product portfolio, geographical presence, and key

developments. Key companies covered as a part of this study include BOBST

(Switzerland), Mark Andy (USA), KYMC (Taiwan, China), Windm?ller & H?lscher

(Germany), UTECO (Italy), Comexi (Spain), Koenig & Bauer (Germany), SOMA

Engineering (Czech Republic), BFM S.r.l. (Italy), Lohia Corp Limited (India), etc.

This report also provides key insights about market drivers, restraints, opportunities,

new product launches or approvals.

Stakeholders would have ease in decision-making through various strategy matrices

used in analyzing the World Central Impression Flexographic Printing Press market

Detailed Segmentation:

Each section contains quantitative market data including market by value (US$

Millions), volume (production, consumption) & (K Units) and average price (K US$/Unit)

by manufacturer, by Color Number, and by Application. Data is given for the years

2021-2032 by year with 2025 as the base year, 2026 as the estimate year, and

2027-2032 as the forecast year.

Global Central Impression Flexographic Printing Press Market, By

Region:

United States

China

Europe

Japan

South Korea

ASEAN
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India

Rest of World

Global Central Impression Flexographic Printing Press Market,

Segmentation by Color Number:

Less than 8 color

8-10 color

More than 10 color

Global Central Impression Flexographic Printing Press Market,

Segmentation by Materials:

Plastic Film

Paper

Aluminum Foil

Non-woven Fabric

Others

Global Central Impression Flexographic Printing Press Market,

Segmentation by Thickness:

?800 mm

800–1300 mm

1300–1700 mm

+357 96 030922
info@marketpublishers.com

Global Central Impression Flexographic Printing Press Supply, Demand and Key Producers, 2026-2032

https://marketpublishers.com/report/machinery_equipment/industrial-machinery/global-central-impression-flexographic-printing-press-gir.html


?1700 mm

Global Central Impression Flexographic Printing Press Market,

Segmentation by Application:

Food Flexible Packaging

Daily Chemical Products

Pharmaceuticals

Others

Companies Profiled:

BOBST (Switzerland)

Mark Andy (USA)

KYMC (Taiwan, China)

Windm?ller & H?lscher (Germany)

UTECO (Italy)

Comexi (Spain)

Koenig & Bauer (Germany)

SOMA Engineering (Czech Republic)

BFM S.r.l. (Italy)

Lohia Corp Limited (India)
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Sobu Machinery (Japan)

EKOFA (China)

PCMC (USA)

Taiyo Kikai (Japan)

Allstein (Germany)

Expert S.r.l. (Italy)

UFlex Limited (India)

Echaar Equipments Pvt. Ltd. (India)

Flexofem (Italy)

Qingzhou Ekofa Packaging Machinery(China)

XI’AN AEROSPACE-HUAYANG(China)

Weifang Donghan(China)

Key Questions Answered:

1. How big is the global Central Impression Flexographic Printing Press market?

2. What is the demand of the global Central Impression Flexographic Printing Press

market?

3. What is the year over year growth of the global Central Impression Flexographic

Printing Press market?

4. What is the production and production value of the global Central Impression

Flexographic Printing Press market?

5. Who are the key producers in the global Central Impression Flexographic Printing

Press market?

6. What are the growth factors driving the market demand?
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