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The global packaging market is one of the largest and most strategically significant
sectors of the global economy, encompassing primary, secondary, and tertiary
packaging across food and beverage, pharmaceutical and healthcare, personal care
and cosmetics, household and consumer goods, industrial, and e-commerce
applications. Packaging plays an indispensable role in modern supply chains —
protecting products during transport and storage, extending shelf life and reducing food
waste, communicating brand identity and consumer information, ensuring regulatory
compliance and tamper evidence, and enabling the logistical complexity that underpins
contemporary consumer markets.

Food and beverage applications represent the dominant end-use segment, reflecting
the fundamental role of packaging in preservation, freshness, and convenience across
fresh, frozen, ambient, and processed food categories. Pharmaceutical and healthcare
packaging, though smaller in volume, commands premium positioning driven by
stringent regulatory compliance, barrier performance requirements, sterilisation
compatibility, and specialty material specifications. E-commerce packaging has
emerged as a rapidly expanding segment, reshaping packaging design priorities around
right-sizing, protective performance, and direct-to-consumer presentation as online retail
transforms global distribution patterns.

By material class, paper and paperboard, rigid plastics, flexible plastics, metal, and
glass each occupy distinct roles across application categories, with the overall material
mix undergoing fundamental transition. The drivers of change include brand-owner
sustainability commitments, regulatory frameworks including the EU Packaging and
Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR), progressively stringent PFAS restrictions,
extended producer responsibility schemes, and consumer preferences for recyclable,
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reusable, or compostable alternatives. Paper and fibre-based formats are
gaining share at the expense of conventional plastic packaging, while mono-material
recyclable polymer structures are progressively replacing multi-material laminates
where paper substitution is not technically feasible.

The Global Packaging Coatings Market 2026—2036 provides a comprehensive global
market outlook and strategic forecast for the packaging coatings industry covering the
period 2026 to 2036 — a decade expected to deliver the most significant transformation
in packaging coating chemistry, technology, and commercial structure in a generation.
The convergence of binding regulatory frameworks including the EU Packaging and
Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR), progressively stringent PFAS restrictions across
North America and Europe, corporate sustainability commitments from major brand
owners and retailers, the accelerating paper-for-plastic substitution across flexible
packaging formats, the scale-up of bio-based and renewable-carbon chemistry
platforms, and the emergence of novel functional coating technologies (active,
intelligent, PFAS-free grease-barrier, nanocellulose, seaweed and plant-protein
systems) together reshape the industry's technology mix, cost structure, competitive
positioning, and strategic opportunity set.

The report integrates extensive primary research with regulatory analysis, patent and
innovation tracking, company strategic assessment, and scenario forecasting to provide
a rigorous and actionable strategic framework. Coverage extends across all major
coating type and chemistry categories, application technology platforms, packaging
formats, end-use markets, and geographic regions, with detailed treatment of the
regulatory and sustainability transition forces reshaping each segment. Three scenarios
for the 2036 end-point bracket the forecast range under different assumptions about
regulatory implementation stringency, bio-based cost-parity achievement, and
technology adoption velocity.

This report is designed as a strategic resource for chemistry producers, coating
formulators, packaging converters, substrate manufacturers, equipment suppliers,
brand owners, retailers, institutional investors, industry associations, and regulatory and
government stakeholders navigating the transformation of the global packaging coatings
market through to 2036.

Report Contents include:

Executive Summary — scope, methodology, headline market sizing and forecast,
key forces reshaping the market, winners and losers, and strategic implications
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through 2036

Introduction and Market Definitions — packaging market context, coating
taxonomy by function, chemistry, technology, and polymer base; coat weights by
chemistry; performance criteria (OTR, WVTR, grease/KIT, MOSH/MOAH, heat-
seal, hot-tack); regulatory framework including PPWR, food-contact, PFAS
restrictions, compostability standards, and EPR

Market Drivers, Restraints and Megatrends — demand-side, supply-side, and
regulatory drivers; performance, cost, capex, infrastructure, and feedstock
restraints; megatrends including circularity, mono-material design, renewable
carbon, active packaging, and digital integration

Market by Coating Type — extrusion, solvent-based, water-based, radiation-
curable (UV, UV-LED, EB), hot-melt, 100% solids, primers, decorative,
varnishes and lacquers; barrier coatings across thermoplastic, biopolymer,
acrylic, PvdC, EVOH/PVOH, aluminium, wax, AIOx/SiOx, DLC, silicone, and
nanocellulose platforms; functional coatings including heat-seal, cold-seal,
release, anti-fog/scuff/block/slip/static, active, intelligent, and edible coatings

Market by Coating Chemistry and Polymer Base — solvent, solvent-free, water-
based, radiation-cured, hot-melt demand; PET and copolyester, acrylic,
EVA/EAA/EMA, modified vinyls, polyolefins, PUD, ionomers, bio-based and
compostable polymers, inorganic/mineral coatings, and natural latices

Market by Coating Application Technology — extrusion, aqueous dispersion,
solution, hot-melt, UV/UV-LED, EB, vacuum metallisation and PVD, ALD and
PECVD, plasma, sol-gel; application cost structure and line economics

Market by Packaging Type — labels, corrugated, folding cartons, liquid cartons,
foodservice, lidding films, flexible packaging, rigid plastics, glass, metal cans,
moulded pulp, paper cups and bags

Market by End-Use Application — food (11 sub-sectors), foodservice, pet food,
beverages, pharmaceuticals and healthcare, cosmetics, tobacco, and other
consumer/industrial

Geographical Markets — global regional overview; Europe (Western and
Central/Eastern Europe); North America; Asia Pacific (China, India, Japan,
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other); South & Central America; Middle East & Africa

Value Chain and Competitive Landscape — raw-material supply and risk;
specialty chemicals and additives; coating formulators; substrate manufacturers;
converters; brand owners and retailers; market share analysis; M&A,
partnerships, and capex 2023-2026

Technology Outlook and Innovation Pipeline — aqueous polymeric, bio-based,
nanocellulose, protein and seaweed, inorganic nanocoating,
smart/active/intelligent, digitalisation, PFAS-free grease-resistance; patents and
R&D hotspots

Strategic Outlook and Opportunities 2026—2036 — three 2036 scenarios;
stakeholder-specific implications; critical transition points; investment priorities
and capex allocation

Company Profiles — 134 profiled companies including Actega (ALTANA AG),
Ahlstrom, Aicello Corporation, Akorn Technology, Alkelux, Altana AG,
Alterpacks, Amcor plc, ANPOLY, Anomera, Apeel Sciences, Aquapak Polymers
Ltd., Aquaspersions Ltd., Archipelago Technology Group, Archroma, Arkema
S.A., AR Metallizing, Axalta, Axens SA, BASF SE, Be Green Packaging, Berry
Global Inc., Billerud AB, BioLogiQ, BioSmart Nano, BIOVOX, Bloom
Biorenewables, Bobst Group SA, Borregaard ASA, Braskem S.A., Brightplus
Oy, Buckman Laboratories, B'”ZEOS, Canapack, Cargill Incorporated, Cellugy,
Chang Chun Petrochemical, Chinova Bioworks, Cirkla, CJ Biomaterials, Clariant
AG, Constantia Flexibles Group GmbH, Cortec Corporation, Cosmo Specialty
Chemicals, Coveris Holdings, Covestro AG, CuanTec, Danimer Scientific,
Daurema, Delfortgroup AG, DIC Corporation, Dow Inc., DS Smith plc, DuPont
de Nemours Inc., Earthodic Pty Ltd., Eastman Chemical Company,
EcoSynthetix Inc., Evonik Industries AG, FEDRIGONI S.p.A., FlexSea, Floreon-
Transforming Packaging Ltd., Follmann GmbH & Co. KG, Foodberry, Futamura
Chemical Co. Ltd., Genpak, Greif Inc., H.B. Fuller Company, Henkel AG & Co.
KGaA, Holmen Iggesund, Huhtamaki Oyj, Impermea Materials, lonKraft,
International Paper Company, J&J Green Paper, Kagzi Bottles Private Limited,
Kao Corporation, Kelpi Ltd. and more....
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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 Scope, Definitions and Methodology
1.2 The Role of Coatings in the Global Packaging Value Chain
1.3 Headline Market Size and Forecast, 2026-2036
1.3.1 Global demand — volume ('000 tonnes)
1.3.2 Global demand — value (USS$ billion)
1.3.3 Global demand — coated area (billion m?)
1.3.4 Average selling prices, 2026—2036
1.4 Key Forces Reshaping the Market to 2036
1.4.1 Sustainability, circularity and packaging regulation
1.4.2 PFAS phase-out and grease-resistance reformulation
1.4.3 Paper-based substitution for plastic laminates
1.4.4 Bio-based and renewable-carbon coatings
1.4.5 Water-based, UV/EB and UV-LED migration
1.4.6 Design-for-Recycling and mono-material packaging
1.4.7 Functional / active / intelligent coatings
1.4.8 Digitalisation, data and industry 4.0 in coating lines
1.5 Winners, Losers and Strategic Implications, 2026—2036

2 INTRODUCTION AND MARKET DEFINITIONS

2.1 The Global Packaging Market Context 2026—2036
2.2 What is a Packaging Coating?
2.3 Packaging Coating Taxonomy

2.3.1 By function: primers, varnishes/lacquers, barrier, heat/cold-seal, release,
decorative

2.3.2 By chemistry: solvent-based, water-based, 100% solids, UV/EB/UV-LED, hot-
melt

2.3.3 By technology: extrusion, dispersion, solution, vapour-deposited (AIOx/SiOx),
ALD

2.3.4 By polymer base
2.4 Typical Coat Weights, gsm by Chemistry (dry weight)
2.5 Performance Criteria: OTR, WVTR, Grease/KIT, Mineral Oil (MOSH-MOAH), Heat
Seal, Hot-tack
2.6 Regulatory Framework and Standards

2.6.1 EU PPWR and Design-for-Recycling (4evergreen, RecyClass, APR)
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2.6.2 Food-contact regulations: EU 10/2011, FDA 21 CFR, China GB

2.6.3 PFAS restrictions: EU REACH, US state bans, TSCA

2.6.4 Compostability standards: EN 13432, ASTM D6400, T?V OK COMPOST
2.6.5 Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) and fiscal instruments

3 MARKET DRIVERS, RESTRAINTS AND MEGATRENDS

3.1 Demand-Side Drivers
3.1.1 Global food consumption, convenience and shelf-life extension
3.1.2 E-commerce and home delivery packaging growth
3.1.3 Urbanisation in Asia and lifestyle shifts
3.1.4 Food waste reduction targets
3.2 Supply-Side Drivers
3.2.1 Brand-owner sustainability commitments
3.2.2 Retailer specifications and private-label pressure
3.2.3 Converter consolidation and capex in sustainable lines
3.3 Regulatory Drivers
3.4 Restraints and Challenges
3.4.1 Performance gap: aqueous vs. solvent and plastic baselines
3.4.2 Cost premium of bio-based and high-barrier chemistries
3.4.3 Capex needs (vapour-deposition, EB) and retrofit complexity
3.4.4 Recycling / repulping infrastructure gaps
3.4.5 Bio-feedstock availability and price volatility
3.5 Megatrends, 2026—2036
3.5.1 Circular-economy packaging design
3.5.2 Mono-material and recyclability-first architectures
3.5.3 Renewable-carbon and mass-balance sourcing
3.5.4 Active, intelligent and smart packaging
3.5.5 Digital printing and functional / barrier integration

4 GLOBAL PACKAGING COATINGS MARKET BY COATING TYPE

4.1 Overview and Segmentation
4.2 Extrusion Coatings
4.2.1 Technology, application processes and line economics
4.2.2 Polymer sub-segments: PE, PP, EVA, EAA/EMA, ionomers, bio-PE, PLA
4.2.3 Demand 2020-2036 — volume, value, m?
4.3 Solvent-Based Coatings
4.3.1 Remaining applications and long-term decline pathway

The Global Packaging Coatings Market 2026—-2036: Global Market Outlook and Strategic Forecast


https://marketpublishers.com/report/paints-coatings/specialty-coatings/global-packaging-coatings-market-2026v2036.html

. +357 96 030922
Market Publishers info@marketpublishers.com

4.3.2 Demand 2020-2036 — volume, value, m?
4.4 Water-Based / Aqueous Dispersion Coatings
4.4.1 Formulation chemistries: acrylic, SB latex, PVAc/VAE, polyurethane, styrene-
acrylic
4.4.2 Demand 2020-2036 — volume, value, m?
4.5 Radiation-Curable Coatings (UV, UV-LED, Electron Beam)
4.5.1 Photoinitiator migration and low-migration formulations
4.5.2 Bio-based UV/EB monomers and oligomers
4.5.3 Demand 2020-2036 — volume, value, m?
4.6 Hot-Melt Coatings (HMA, HMPSA, reactive PUR)
4.7 Specialty / 100% Solids Coatings
4.8 Primers (adhesion, ink and barrier promoters)
4.9 Decorative Colour Coatings
4.10 Clear Varnishes & Lacquers (OPV, anti-scuff, matt, gloss, anti-slip, anti-fog, anti-
block)
4.11 Barrier Coatings
4.11.1 Thermoplastic polymer barriers (PE, PP, PET, PLA)
4.11.2 Biopolymers (PLA, PHA, starch, cellulose, protein, seaweed)
4.11.3 Acrylic dispersions
4.11.4 PVdC (Diofan, Saran) — legacy and phase-out dynamics
4.11.5 EVOH / PVOH (including green PVOH from bio-VAM)
4.11.6 Aluminium metallisation (vacuum-metallised, foil laminates)
4.11.7 Wax coatings (petroleum, vegetable, microcrystalline, bio-wax)
4.11.8 Aluminium oxide (AlOx) and silicon oxide (SiOx) vapour deposition
4.11.9 Carbon / DLC coatings
4.11.10 Silicones and fluorochemicals (non-PFAS alternatives)
4.11.11 Nanocellulose, nanoclay and inorganic nanoparticle barriers
4.11.12 Paper and board barrier coatings — by technology
4.11.13 Plastic barrier coatings — by technology
4.12 Functional Coatings
4.12.1 Heat-seal coatings (water, solvent-based, extrudable)
4.12.2 Cold-seal coatings (synthetic and natural rubber latex)
4.12.3 Release coatings (silicone, non-silicone)
4.12.4 Anti-fog, anti-scuff, anti-block, anti-slip, anti-static coatings
4.12.5 Active coatings: oxygen scavengers, antimicrobials, ethylene scavengers
4.12.6 Intelligent / smart coatings: indicators, sensors, anti-counterfeit
4.13 Edible Films and Coatings for Packaging Applications

5 MARKET BY COATING CHEMISTRY AND POLYMER BASE
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5.1 Solvent-Based, Solvent-Free, Water-Based, Radiation-Cured, Hot-Melt: 2020-2036
Demand

5.2 Polyester (PET) and Copolyesters (COPES)

5.3 Acrylics and Styrene-Acrylics

5.4 Ethylene Vinyl Acetate (EVA), EAA, EMA and Ethylene-Acrylic Copolymers

5.5 Modified Vinyl Polymers (PVAc, PVdC, PVOH, VAE)

5.6 Polyolefins: PE, PP and Functionalised PP

5.7 Polyurethane Dispersions (PUD)

5.8 lonomers

5.9 Bio-based and Compostable Polymers (PLA, PHA, PBAT, starch, protein, cellulose)
5.10 Inorganic / Mineral Coatings (silica, alumina, clay, nanocellulose composites)

5.11 Natural and Rubber-Based Latices (SBR, NR)

6 MARKET BY COATING APPLICATION TECHNOLOGY

6.1 Extrusion Coating

6.2 Aqueous Dispersion Coating (slot-die, curtain, rod, blade, air-knife, gravure)
6.3 Solution Coating

6.4 Hot-Melt Application

6.5 UV and UV-LED Curing

6.6 Electron Beam (EB) Curing

6.7 Vacuum Metallisation and Physical Vapour Deposition (PVD)
6.8 Atomic Layer Deposition (ALD) and Plasma-Enhanced CVD
6.9 Plasma and Atmospheric-Pressure Plasma Coating

6.10 Sol-Gel and Emerging Processes

6.11 Application Cost Structure and Line Economics

7 MARKET BY PACKAGING TYPE

7.1 Overview

7.2 Labels (pressure-sensitive, wet-glue, shrink sleeve, in-mould, linerless)
7.2.1 Coating requirements — survey results
7.2.2 Demand 2020-2036 by coating type

7.3 Corrugated Packaging

7.4 Folding Cartons

7.5 Liquid Cartons (gable-top, aseptic)

7.6 Foodservice and Disposables (cups, plates, trays, clamshells, cupstock)

7.7 Lidding Films (peelable, heat-seal, resealable)
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7.8 Flexible Packaging (pouches, bags, flow-wraps, sachets)
7.8.1 Substrate share: BOPP, BOPET, PE, paper, aluminium foil, mono-material
7.9 Rigid Plastic Packaging (bottles, jars, tubs, tubes)
7.10 Glass Bottles and Jars
7.11 Metal Cans (beverage and food) and Closures
7.12 Moulded Pulp Packaging
7.13 Paper Cups / Cupstock / Paper Bags
7.13.1 Paper cups and cupstock
7.13.2 Paper bags

8 MARKET BY END-USE APPLICATION

8.1 Food Packaging
8.1.1 Fresh food (fruit, vegetables, bakery)
8.1.2 Chilled food
8.1.3 Frozen food
8.1.4 Meat, fish and poultry
8.1.5 Ready meals
8.1.6 Dried and ambient shelf-stable food
8.1.7 Savoury snacks
8.1.8 Confectionery and bakery
8.1.9 Dairy and cheese
8.1.10 Hot beverages / coffee capsules
8.1.11 Other food categories
8.2 Foodservice and Disposables
8.3 Pet Food
8.4 Beverages and Liquids (cold, hot, alcoholic, juice, dairy drinks)
8.5 Pharmaceuticals and Healthcare
8.6 Cosmetics and Personal Care
8.7 Tobacco
8.8 Other Consumer and Industrial Goods (e-commerce, industrial shipping,
construction, agri)

9 GEOGRAPHICAL MARKETS

9.1 Global Regional Overview, 2020-2036

9.2 Europe
9.2.1 Western Europe: France, Germany, Italy, Spain, UK, Other
9.2.2 Central & Eastern Europe: Poland, Russia, T?rkiye, Other
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9.2.3 PPWR and EU regulatory impact on regional demand
9.3 North America

9.3.1 United States

9.3.2 Canada

9.3.3 Mexico
9.4 Asia Pacific

9.4.1 China

9.4.2 India

9.4.3 Japan

9.4.4 Other Asia Pacific (South Korea, ASEAN, Australia, NZ)
9.5 South & Central America

9.5.1 Brazil

9.5.2 Other South & Central America
9.6 Middle East & Africa

9.6.1 Turkey

9.6.2 GCC and Other Middle East

9.6.3 Africa

10 VALUE CHAIN AND COMPETITIVE LANDSCAPE

10.1 Packaging Coatings Value Chain Overview

10.2 Raw-Material Supply Chain and Risk Assessment
10.3 Specialty Chemicals and Additives Suppliers

10.4 Coating Formulators and Dispersion Producers
10.5 Substrate Manufacturers (paper, film, board)

10.6 Packaging Converters

10.7 Brand Owners and Retailers as Demand Drivers
10.8 Market Share Analysis — Global and Regional
10.9 M&A, Partnerships and Capex Activity, 2023-2026

11 TECHNOLOGY OUTLOOK AND INNOVATION PIPELINE

11.1 Advanced Aqueous Polymeric Solutions (PVOH, EVOH, green PVOH)
11.2 Bio-Based and Renewable-Carbon Coatings

11.3 Nanocellulose and MFC Composite Coatings

11.4 Protein and Seaweed-Based Coatings

11.5 Inorganic Nanocoatings (AlOx, SiOx, nanoclay, DLC)

11.6 Smart, Active and Intelligent Coating Systems

11.7 Digitalisation, Al and Process Optimisation in Coating Lines
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11.8 PFAS-Free Grease-Resistance Technology Landscape
11.9 Patents and R&D Hotspots

12 STRATEGIC OUTLOOK AND OPPORTUNITIES 2026—-2036

12.1 The 2036 Market — Three Scenarios
12.2 Strategic Implications by Stakeholder Type
12.2.1 For chemistry producers
12.2.2 For coating formulators
12.2.3 For packaging converters
12.2.4 For brand owners
12.2.5 For retailers
12.2.6 For investors
12.3 Critical Transition Points, 2026—2036
12.4 Investment Priorities and Capex Allocation, 2026—2030
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14.1.4 Market sizing and forecasting methodology
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14.2 Market Assumptions and Forecasting Parameters
14.2.1 Macroeconomic and demographic assumptions
14.2.2 Currency and pricing assumptions
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