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Information regarding the size of Syria's annual defence budget is difficult to locate,

since the country erupted into civil war in 2011. It is, however, possible to provide an

accurate estimate of the size of the country's annual defence budget. For example, in

2014, we expect Syria's defence budget to reach USD3bn. For the remainder of the

forecast period, up to and including 2018, we expect Syria to spend an average of

USD4.9bn on defence. We predict Syria's defence spending to reach USD5.7bn by

2018.

Estimating the current size of Syria's armed forces is almost impossible given the civil

war in which the country is in the grip of. This conflict has seen the country's armed

forces pitted against a significant number of rebel organisations. Accurate figures

regarding the current size of the armed forces are almost impossible to produce, given

that the armed forces have suffered significant casualties during the hostilities, and also

because the armed forces have witnessed large-scale defections to the rebels and

desertion.
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