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BMI View: Syria remains embroiled in a full-scale civil war. Without any viable political
process and in view of the number of armed groups operating in Syria, BMI does not
foresee any let up in the violence soon. Our view is that while the anti-Islamic State
coalition has made some strides, the long term effectiveness of this coalition to bring
stability to Syria seems rather questionable.

Although the air-strikes carried out by the U.S. led anti-Islamic State coalition have hurt
the group hard, we think that their long-term effectiveness is questionable without a
longer term strategy on how to remove Assad and bring about a political transition.
Without defining a clearer strategy to remove Assad, we think that the U.S. is leaving
itself in a dangerous position
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