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Abstracts

Despite Pyongyang calling for the creation of an atmosphere of reconciliation and unity

on the Korean peninsula, Seoul has recently acted to bolster its security and defences

against the North. Indeed, attuned to the North's reputation of engaging in a cycle of

concessions followed by provocations, the South's decision to bolster border security

was perhaps wise in the present context. This increase in border security complements

various long-term defence projects aimed at enhancing South Korea's security in the

face of an increasingly unpredictable and volatile North Korea.

A significant portion of defence expenditure funds are expected to go towards upgrading

South Korea's missile defence system. The Korea Air Missiles Defence system

(KAMD), or so called 'kill chain project' will see Seoul move from its German made

PAC-2 missile system to the PAC-3 system produced by American contractor Lockheed

Martin. This project is expected to set the Ministry of National Defence (MND) back by

approximately US$26.4bn over the next five years.
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