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BMI View: BMI's Q3 2014 Saudi Arabia Defence and Security Report examines the

country's strategic position in the Middle East and the wider world. It provides an

overview of the contemporary geopolitical challenges facing the country, and the

challenges it may face in the future.

BMI expects Saudi Arabia to spend USD57.96bn on defence in 2014. By 2018 we

expect the country to spend USD69.30bn on defence annually. In total Saudi Arabia

maintained on average 234,200 personnel across all four of its armed forces between

2003 and 2011. The country is a net importer of military equipment, but there are some

small-scale exports of military equipment. On average, we expect the country to export

USD6.1mn of arms and ammunition by 2018.

BMI give Saudi Arabia an overall security risk rating of 77 out of 100 for Q314, an

increase from the country's average overall security risk rating of 75 between early 2008

and the time of writing. Saudi Arabia's risk of becoming involved in a major interstate

conflict is low. The country is at more risk from a major terrorist attack, although we

consider that it is at slightly less risk of serious criminal activity.
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