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Italy is currently in the process of performing a wide-ranging review of its defence
requirements. This review is being conducted as a result of the current government's
desire to reduce Italian public spending and because of changing Italian strategic
priorities. Much speculation is focusing on whether Rome will reduce its order for
Lockheed Martin F-35 Lighting-Il multi-role combat aircraft. The country had originally
been earmarked to receive 90 of the jets, but this order may now be reduced as part
and parcel of a cost-cutting measure.

Italy may benefit from receiving additional important work vis-a-vis the Lockheed Martin
F-35 Lightning-Il multi-role combat aircraft. The aircraft's manufacturer is looking at Italy
as a possible location for a site where the maintenance, repair and overhaul of F-35s
flown by European air forces and navies can be performed. The favourite site to this
end is Cameri Air Base in northern Italy.
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