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BMI View: Finland is a mature market with a penetration rate around 183% and BMI
believes that there is little scope for organic growth opportunities, with the market
beginning to decline from 2018. ARPUs will decline as the competition intensifies a
trend that BMI believes will continue until the end of the forecast period. To keep a
competitive edge, operators will have to focus on investing into high-bandwidth
infrastructure, such as fibre and LTE, but this is a capital-intensive undertaking despite
the improved margins LTE at 800MHz would provide. Newcomer Ukko Mobile sees an
opportunity in the LTE 450MHz market, but it will need to rely on innovative service
bundles if it is to stand out from the crowd.

Key Data

Finnish telecoms operator DNA revealed that approximately 300% more data was
transferred via its 4G network in 2014 from 2013, while the volume of data transferred
through its 3G network increased by around 40%.The mobile market is forecast to see
subscriptions grow from 9.759mn in 2013 to 9.910mn in 2019, with numbers of 3G/4G
subscriptions rising from 6.622mn to 8.230mn. This takes into account the phased
rollout of 800MHz LTE services over this time.
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