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I nterest in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC )’s mining sector has exploded

over recent years, and we are expecting the sector to grow by an annual average of

13.7% through 2015. Investment into mining and the resulting exports are driving our

real GDP growth forecasts of 6.2% in 2012 and 6.4% in 2013. The agricultural sector,

which still employs the majority of the population, is expected to continue its recent

growth as it benefits from increased stability in much of the country.

Although the security situation has improved drastically since the early 2000s, armed

groups are still active in the east of the country. The organisational problems and

violence around the 2011 election demonstrate the challenges of governing a diverse

territory the size of Western Europe.

Key Risks To Outlook

Dependence on the mining sector leaves the country vulnerable to swings in commodity

prices. A significant slowdown in China, India or developed states could have a

significant effect on the economy. Violence and lawlessness are real risks, particularly

in the east of the country. Land disputes and ethnic rivalries remain at the heart of the

country’s simmering conflicts.
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