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Abstracts

Schistosomiasis is a parasitic infection caused by the schistosoma species, primarily

transmitted through contact with contaminated freshwater. It affects millions of people

worldwide, particularly in tropical and subtropical regions, causing significant public

health concerns. The disease is caused by the release of schistosoma larvae into the

bloodstream, which migrate to various organs, especially the liver, bladder, and

intestines, where they mature and release eggs that can lead to inflammation, organ

damage, and, in severe cases, organ failure. Symptoms include abdominal pain,

diarrhea, blood in the urine, fatigue, and liver fibrosis. If left untreated, schistosomiasis

can lead to chronic complications such as bladder cancer, cirrhosis, and kidney failure.

Early diagnosis is critical to preventing severe complications. The diagnostic process

typically begins with serologic testing, stool or urine samples to detect Schistosoma

eggs, and PCR-based techniques for species identification. Imaging techniques,

including ultrasound and CT scans, are often employed to assess the extent of organ

damage. While egg detection remains the gold standard for diagnosis, the increasing

use of molecular diagnostics and advanced imaging technologies is improving the

speed and accuracy of detection, facilitating earlier intervention.

Treatment for schistosomiasis primarily involves the use of praziquantel, a highly

effective anthelmintic drug that kills the adult worms and prevents egg production. In

areas where praziquantel resistance is a concern, research into alternative therapies,

such as oxamniquine and metrifonate, is ongoing. For chronic or severe cases,

antibiotics or corticosteroids may be used to manage complications.

The global schistosomiasis market is steadily growing, driven by increased awareness,
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improved diagnostic technologies, and the rise in mass drug administration

(MDA) programs in endemic countries. Advances in molecular diagnostics and point-of-

care testing are enabling faster, more accurate detection and treatment, particularly in

rural and underserved regions. The global commitment to eliminating schistosomiasis

as a public health threat by 2030 is fostering research and development in the field, with

a focus on vaccine development, novel therapeutic agents, and improved diagnostic

tools. The use of praziquantel remains central to treatment efforts; ongoing research

into drug resistance, alternative treatments, and combination therapies is expected to

drive further innovation.

Key players in the schistosomiasis market include pharmaceutical companies such as

Merck KGaA and Astellas Pharma Inc., along with research-focused institutions and

nonprofit organizations such as the WHO and The Schistosomiasis Control Initiative.

These organizations are investing in research to develop novel therapeutics, improve

vaccine candidates, and enhance mass drug administration programs in endemic

regions. Collaborative efforts between governments, NGOs, and healthcare providers

are accelerating progress toward controlling and eliminating schistosomiasis worldwide.

The competitive landscape is becoming increasingly diverse, with innovations in drug

development, vaccine research, and diagnostic technologies. The integration of digital

health tools and telemedicine is improving treatment adherence and patient follow-up,

particularly in remote and underserved areas. As the world continues to focus on

eliminating schistosomiasis, advances in preventive measures, early detection, and

innovative therapies offer a hopeful outlook for reducing the global burden of this

debilitating disease.

Efforts to sustain mass drug administration and improve water and sanitation are

essential for controlling transmission, while continued investment in public health

initiatives and collaborations between governments, NGOs, and the pharmaceutical

industry are expected to improve access to treatment, accelerate research, and drive

future market growth.

Hard copy option is available on any of the options above at an additional charge of $500. Please email us at 

order@marketpublishers.com with your request.

This report will be delivered in 7-10 working days.
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