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Abstracts

Vitreomacular Traction (VMT) Syndrome is a condition that occurs when the vitreous

body, which is a gel-like substance that fills the eye, fails to fully detach from the macula

— the central part of the retina responsible for sharp, detailed vision. This incomplete

detachment results in the vitreous exerting tractional forces on the macula, causing

distortions in vision, such as blurriness, wavy lines, or central vision disturbances known

as metamorphopsia. VMT primarily affects older adults, as age-related changes in the

vitreous lead to these attachment points remaining intact for longer. Women are

generally at a higher risk, potentially due to hormonal changes affecting the vitreous

structure. If untreated, VMT can progress to more serious conditions, including macular

hole formation, epiretinal membrane development, or even permanent vision loss.

Diagnosis is typically confirmed through advanced imaging techniques, particularly

Optical Coherence Tomography (OCT), which allows for detailed visualization of the

macula and vitreous body.

The global demographic shift towards increasing prevalence of VMT in older population

is a significant driver of the VMT market. As people age, their risk for eye conditions like

VMT increases due to natural degenerative processes in the vitreous. Given the

growing elderly population, the demand for VMT treatments is expected to rise, driving

market growth. technologies such as Optical Coherence Tomography (OCT) have

revolutionized the diagnosis of retinal conditions like VMT. OCT enables high-resolution

imaging that allows ophthalmologists to accurately identify VMT, assess its severity, and

monitor disease progression. The increased use of OCT has led to earlier and more

precise diagnoses, which in turn boosts demand for timely intervention.
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Furthermore, the introduction of pharmacological treatments such as ociplasmin

(JETREA) has expanded treatment options for patients with symptomatic VMT. This

injectable medication can induce vitreomacular separation, offering a non-invasive

alternative to surgery for managing symptomatic cases of VMT, which is a significant

factor in driving market expansion. As awareness of VMT grows, among healthcare

providers and patients, there is a higher rate of diagnosis. Improved understanding of

the condition, coupled with better screening protocols, ensures that more people are

diagnosed early, which helps in mitigating further complications and enhances

treatment adoption.

One of the significant trends in VMT management is the shift towards minimally invasive

treatments. Ocriplasmin, an injectable pharmacological therapy, allows for non-surgical

vitreolysis and has emerged as a preferred option over traditional vitrectomy surgery,

which is more invasive. Minimally invasive therapies tend to offer faster recovery times,

reduced complications, and lower healthcare costs, making them attractive to both

patients and provider. Tailoring treatments based on individual patient characteristics is

becoming more common in managing VMT. Personalized approaches take into account

factors such as a patient’s age, comorbidities, disease progression, and the extent of

vitreous attachment, which helps optimize the therapeutic outcomes and reduce the risk

of adverse effects. Precision medicine ensures that the right treatment is provided at the

right time for each patients.

Artificial intelligence (AI) in healthcare and machine learning are playing an increasingly

vital role in VMT diagnosis and treatment planning. AI-powered tools can analyze OCT

images and other diagnostic data to predict disease progression, identify early

symptoms, and assist clinicians in making more accurate decisions about treatment

options. The use of AI could also enable more precise monitoring of treatment efficacy

over time, allowing for better outcomes.

Although ocriplasmin has become a key treatment for VMT, its use is limited by factors

such as the inability to treat all types of VMT and the potential for side effects like retinal

tears or detachment. The scarcity of FDA-approved pharmacological treatments means

that surgical interventions are still widely used, but these are invasive and carry their

own set of risks.

The VMT syndrome market is currently dominated by ociplasmin (JETREA), developed

by Oxurion, which is the first pharmacological agent approved for symptomatic VMT

treatment. The competition, however, is limited, as JETREA is the only FDA-approved
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drug for this indication. This leaves room for potential competition from other drug

developers focusing on creating safer, more effective therapies for VMT. Ongoing

clinical trials aim to identify new agents or combination therapies that can provide more

comprehensive and safer treatment options. Additionally, surgical interventions such as

vitrectomy continue to be a significant part of the treatment landscape, despite their

invasive nature. Several smaller biotech firms are actively researching alternative

therapies, including the use of gene therapy, advanced vitrectomy techniques, and

combination therapies. Partnerships between large pharmaceutical companies and

academic research institutions are expected to accelerate the development of novel

treatments.

Market Segmentation:

Segmentation 1: by Treatment Type

Pharmacological

Surgical

Segmentation 2: by Stage of Disease

Early Stage

Moderate Stage

Advanced Stage

Segmentation 3: by Region

North America

Europe

Asia-Pacific

Rest-of-the-World
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Hard copy option is available on any of the options above at an additional charge of $500. Please email us at 

order@marketpublishers.com with your request.

This report will be delivered in 7-10 working days.
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