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Global Anal Cancer Market, Analysis and Forecast: 2025-2035

Anal cancer is a relatively rare but increasing type of cancer that develops in the tissues
of the anus or anal canal. The primary cause of anal cancer is infection with high-risk
strains of human papillomavirus (HPV), particularly types 16 and 18. People with
weakened immune systems, such as those with HIV or those on immunosuppressive
medications, are at higher risk, as are individuals over the age of 50, men who have sex
with men, and those with a history of chronic anal inflammation or anal fistulas.

Symptoms of anal cancer include rectal bleeding, pain, a lump near the anus, changes
in bowel habits, and unexplained anal itching or discharge. Diagnosis typically involves
a physical examination, anoscopy, biopsy, and imaging tests such as CT scans or MRIs
to determine the extent of the disease. Treatment generally involves a combination of
radiation therapy and chemotherapy, especially for more advanced stages, with surgery
being less common due to the sensitive location of the anus.

Early-stage anal cancer has a relatively high survival rate when detected and treated
early, and preventive measures include HPV vaccination and regular screening for high-
risk individuals. Ongoing research is focused on improving treatment outcomes,
particularly for advanced and recurrent cases, and expanding the use of
immunotherapies and targeted therapies.
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One of the key drivers of the anal cancer market is the rising incidence of HPV
infections. Human papillomavirus (HPV), particularly high-risk strains like HPV-16 and
HPV-18, is the primary cause of anal cancer. As HPV-related anal cancer cases
continue to rise, particularly among populations with compromised immune systems,
such as individuals with HIV or those who engage in high-risk sexual behaviors, there is
a growing demand for improved diagnostic methods, treatments, and preventive
vaccines. The increased awareness of HPV and its link to anal cancer, coupled with
ongoing vaccination programs, is also fuelling market growth, as more individuals seek
preventative measures like the HPV vaccine. Additionally, advancements in
immunotherapy and the increasing adoption of combination therapies are contributing to
the market’'s expansion, providing new treatment options for patients with anal cancer.

Despite the growth of the anal cancer market, several challenges continue to hinder
progress. One of the major challenges is the lack of early detection and screening
methods. Unlike other cancers, there are no widely established or routine screening
protocols for anal cancer, particularly in the general population. While individuals at
higher risk, such as those with HIV or a history of anal warts, may be screened through
anal Pap smears or anoscopy, these screenings are not routinely available for the
broader public.

This often leads to delayed diagnoses when the cancer is more advanced, making it
harder to treat effectively. Additionally, there is a lack of awareness about the disease,
especially among those at lower risk, which further exacerbates the problem. Improving
early detection methods and increasing public awareness are crucial to addressing this
challenge and improving patient outcomes.

The companies are at the forefront of developing innovative treatments for anal cancer,
particularly through immunotherapy, chemoradiation enhancements, and targeted
therapies. Incyte stands out with its PD-1 inhibitor, retifanlimab, which is being
investigated for first-line treatment of squamous cell anal carcinoma. BioMimetix, on the
other hand, is exploring BMX-001, a novel radiosensitizer, in combination with
chemoradiation to enhance treatment outcomes. Bristol Myers Squibb, with its Opdivo
(nivolumab) and Yervoy (ipilimumab), dominates the immuno-oncology space, while
AstraZeneca’s Imfinzi (durvalumab). Each of these companies is leveraging their
expertise and clinical trials to capture a significant share of the rapidly evolving anal
cancer market.
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